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Presidential Visit 
The Chairman and Committee of the IMechE Benelux Branch are delighted to announce the visit to the Benelux of the President of the Institution, Mr. Bill Edgar and the Chief Executive, Sir Michael Moore on Wednesday 2nd March and Thursday 3rd March 2005.

Members and their guests are invited to attend the George Stephenson Lecture which will be given by Mr Edgar. The title is:

"The Challenges of Offshore Oil and Gas Deepwater Production”

The lecture will draw a broad picture of the challenges the oil and gas industry faces as it moves towards deepwater (> 450m) and ultra deepwater (>1500m). It will also look at the trend in global oil and gas production from deepwater reservoirs over the next five years and the different development options available to the operators. The different contracting strategies used by the operators to execute the developments, the development costs associated with deepwater production, the technical challenges in deepwater production and the available oil and gas transportation options will also be addressed.

Bill Edgar until his retirement was Group Director responsible for the Engineering and Production Facilities Division of the John Wood Group in Aberdeen. In this capacity he was the Chairman & Chief Executive of Wood Group Engineering, a major North Sea contracting company and Chairman of J.P. Kenny Group of Consulting Engineers. As Chairman of the Division he was responsible for 35 Business Units operating in 13 countries with an annual turnover in excess of US $1 billion.

Further details of the visit programme can be found on page 2.

	


	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event   
	Location

	1st Wednesday of each Month
	Beer & Banter Evening
	Brussels

	Wednesday 16th February
	EIIL Prestige Lecture: (see page 4)
	Brussels

	Wednesday 2nd March
	Presidential visit
	The Hague 

	Thursday 3rd March
	Presidential visit
	Brussels

	Saturday 12th March
	AGM
	Rotterdam

	Wednesday 16th March
	Lecture: “Successfully doing business in China and Chinese Entrepreneurialism’
	Brussels

	Saturday 18th June
	Branch Annual Dinner
	The Hague


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Peter Tromans,  Tel/Fax: (+31) (0)70 385 2361,  E-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com 

Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	Details of the Presidential Visit


	


On Wednesday 2nd March, Branch members based in the Netherlands will be given the opportunity to meet the President and Chief Executive at a reception to be held in The Hague at the Shell Learning Centre, Carel van Bylandtlaan 16 (temporary entrance via Groenhovenstraat, opposite the Orange building). After the reception the President will present his George Stevenson Lecture to Branch members and guests. 

The programme details are:

16:30 for 17:00. 
Members reception - 1st floor reception room.

17:45 for 18:00  
George Stephenson Lecture in the Agora Lecture Hall

19:15 approx.
Close

Light refreshments will be available before the start of both the reception and the lecture. 

Members travelling by car are advised to use the Parking garage at the Malieveld. Both the Malieveld and the Central Station, for those members travelling by train, are within reasonable walking distance of the Shell Learning Centre. Alternatively members can take Tram 9 in the direction of Scheveningen and get out at tram stop Laan Copes van Cattenburch.

Members wishing to attend should register before 23rd February (giving their name and organisation) with:  Rachel Crocker via e-mail to rachel.crocker@shell.com or telephone 06‑55124792.
Branch members based in Belgium will get their opportunity to meet with the President and Chief Executive and to hear the George Stevenson lecture on Thursday 3rd March.  The lecture and reception will be held at the headquarters of the European Institute for Industrial Leadership, Chateau de Latour de Freins, 555 Engelandstraat, 1180 Brussel. 

The programme details in Brussels are:

17:00 
Arrival of presidential party, introductions to EIIL staff and Benelux Branch members

17:30 
Closure of the EIIL winter school and presentation of award(s) by the President

17:45
George Stephenson Lecture.

The lecture will be followed by drinks and a further opportunity to meet the President and the Chief Executive.

19:30 
Close

For the Brussels event, members should register with Denis Hicks via e-mail to info@imechebenelux.org or telephone: 02/758.99.76

Further details of the locations can be found on the Branch website at www.imechebenelux.org.

	

	Benelux Branch AGM

	


This year’s Benelux Branch AGM will be held on Saturday 12th March 2005, at the Restaurant Engels, Stationsplein 45, in Rotterdam. The restaurant is conveniently located adjacent to the south side entrance of Rotterdam Central Station. For those travelling by car there is a public car park under the building. 

The AGM will start at 11:00am and coffee will be available from 10:30am onwards.

It is expected that the AGM will finish around 12:30 depending on the length of discussion and will be followed by a Buffet Lunch. A contribution of €10.00 per person will be requested towards the cost of the lunch to those requesting it.

The AGM is an excellent opportunity to network and discuss issues affecting the Branch and the Profession.

The Branch Committee is currently seeking active volunteers to help with organising events and running the Branch. Any Member interested in putting his/her name forward for nomination for election to the Branch Committee should contact the Branch Secretary, Denis Hicks by e-mail to info@imechebenelux.org prior to the AGM.
Final details will be mailed separately in early February and will be posted on the Branch web-site www.imechebenelux.org.

D.H.
	From your Branch Chairman

	


Tsunamis and suicide bombs have one thing in common, they are catastrophes, and they can be guaranteed to serve as catalysts for change. 

The outpouring of relief funds to Asia’s needs was immediate and appropriate, it touched the whole world and the whole world responded with one voice. 

But there are still many other mini-catastrophes around the world, where the response has been less adequate, to the point that in many cases the situation has deteriorated. 

Closer to home, in our own field of engineering, the increasingly precarious and divided situation of the Institutions in general, led to an effort to join forces and create a unified profession. The effort failed, catastrophically, and an almost inevitable division into two warring factions occurred. 

There is equally nothing to exclude further sub-groups of Institutions joining in the battle for the victorious Super-Engineering Institution.

The Institutions of Electricals, and Incorporated Engineers and Co. look all set to make a point by potentially getting the name “Institution of Engineering and Technology” approved by the Privy Council around May (next stop, The Queen). 

Where the next battle line will be drawn I have no idea, I would simply pose the question – Is this the appropriate way to get unification of the profession?

On the front page you will see the announcement of the President Bill Edgar’s visit accompanied by Sir Michael Moore the Chief Executive of the Institution and his wife Penelope. 

Please use this opportunity to express your views personally on this and any other subject that you feel deeply about concerning the future of the profession.

Theo Speaight

	

	Details of other Events


	


Beer & Banter Evenings
The Belgium Beer and Banter event takes place on the first Wednesday of each month at the Taverne Mannekin Pis in Brussels starting at 19:00. For further details see the Branch website or contact Steven Price steven.price@pccl.be.

The Committee would still like to hear from any member interested in taking on the role of coordinating similar informal social/networking gatherings on a regular basis for members based in the Netherlands. If you are interested and would like further information, please contact Alan Hankinson via email: A.Hank@net.hcc.nl or one of the other Benelux Branch committee members.
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Branch Annual Dinner

Following a break in 2004, the Committee is pleased to announce its intention to hold a Branch annual dinner in 2005. Planning is still at a very preliminary stage but the date and location have been confirmed as Saturday 18th June and The Hague.  

Further details on the venue and how to obtain tickets will be provided in the next Newsletter and will be posted on the Branch website.

For further information please contact Jon Chambers at Jon.Chambers@eiil.net.

	

	Appeal for New Committee Members


	


Participation on the Branch Committee gives you access to Senior Industrialists, a wide range of development opportunities, a wider network of colleagues and the opportunity to travel to the UK for IMechE business.  Nominations for election to the Branch Committee are now being sought.  We urge both the young and not so young to get involved organising events and running the Branch.  Interested members should contact the Branch Secretary at info@imechebenelux.org or call the Chairman, Theo Speaight.
	European Institute for Industrial Leadership

	


Branch Sponsorship makes CPD in Leadership Studies available to Benelux Members.

Benelux Branch sponsorship, by providing much of its 2005 evening prestige lecture programme, has helped EIIL to provide opportunities for Branch members to participate in a new seminar programme designed to improve business leadership capabilities amongst high potential engineers. 

Originally positioned as a project of the International Club of Engineers and Industrialists (CIII), of which the IMechE Benelux Branch is a founder member, the European Institute for Industrial Leadership (EIIL) aims to serve the European technology-led and manufacturing industries, and their partners, by improving the business leadership qualities of engineers, technologists and scientists through the provision and promotion of highly relevant post graduate education and training.

The Branch Committee will continue to support the activities of the EIIL, as a means of providing an exciting programme of evening prestige lectures, for the benefit of our Branch members, initially in Brussels, and eventually in Den Haag. The forward programme of EIIL evening prestige lectures will be announced on the Branch web-site, and in Agenda.

Sponsorship of this lecture programme enables the EIIL to cover the costs of some of its visiting faculty, all leading practitioners of industry leadership from across Europe, and some with additional interests which have already shown their enhanced appeal to a more general membership. 

It also enables Branch members to participate, at preferential discounted rates, in any of the workshop-style seminars of the EIIL’s Master of Industrial Leadership (MIL) programme; a modular post-graduate level training programme tailored to the needs of professional engineers looking to develop themselves as future leaders in European industry. Designed for just the profile of participant that is represented by the IMechE’s Benelux Branch membership, details of the forthcoming seminar programme in Brussels can be found on the EIIL web-site: www.eiil.net/Programme.htm and also via the CPD page on the Branch web-site. 

As part of the one-week seminar ‘The Changing Balance of World Industrial Power and the move to a Knowledge-based Economy’
the next evening lecture at the EIIL, ‘China and its changing roles to European businesses: opportunities, risks, and case studies – Ting Zhang, MD China Business Solutions’ will be on Wednesday 16th February.  For further details of both the seminar and the lecture please see the EIIL website:

www.eiil.net/WinterExecutiveProgramme.htm
or contact the EIIL secretariat via e-mail at: secretariate@eiil.net. 

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

ABOUT THE EIIL:

The European Institute for Industrial Leadership (EIIL) was initiated by a network of senior business leaders, venture capitalists, and representatives of engineering professions across Europe. Following their ‘Leaders of Industry’ survey and conference in Brussels in November 2003, the EIIL was established as a not-for-profit membership organisation dedicated to helping to stimulate growth in Europe's technology-led and manufacturing industries by providing more highly educated and better trained business leaders who are able to master technology and growth internationally, and rise to the challenges of a unique home market with over 430 million consumers.

The EIIL, advocates the view that business decision-making in the technology-led and manufacturing sectors requires a fundamental understanding of technology and of the processes of innovation and manufacture, as well as of all the tools of business in a multicultural environment. 

For further information, please contact:

Steve Price,

Project Director,

European Institute for Industrial Leadership,

Ave Roger Vandendriessche 18,

Brussels 1150, Belgium.

Phone:  +32 2772 1603                                     

Mobile: +32 473 931 830                                              

Website: www.eiil.net
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