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From your Branch Chairman
The details of the forthcoming Presidential visit to the Benelux region (23 – 26 April) are now more or less complete. For members, please note in your diaries the reception for members and invited guests in Belgium and Luxembourg to be held at the British Embassy, Brussels, on the evening of 23 April and a second reception to be held at the British Embassy, The Hague, on the evening of 26 April for members in The Netherlands. These receptions will give you the opportunity to meet our President, Denis Filer, and Director General, Sir Michael Moore, and network with other Institution members. If you have any specific questions which you would like to raise with them, please send them to me via E-mail by 10 April latest, so that the DG can give some time to preparing answers. Further details will be available at the AGM at the end of March and in the next Newsletter.  Also, keep an eye on our Branch website for the latest information.  The Annual Dinner has now been postponed until the Autumn.

In April, there will be a lecture on the design and construction of the London Eye, run as a joint meeting with KIvI and NIRIA in Papenderecht, The Netherlands. See details in this issue.

The Branch AGM has been scheduled for 24 March in Rotterdam and we are anticipating having an interesting speaker as an additional attraction.  The event will be covered by a separate mailing.

K.E.

	

	Report of Visit to European Space Agency ESTEC, Noordwijk


	


On 8 November 2000, a mixed group of IMechE, KIvI and NIRIA members visited the ESTEC Technical Centre at Noordwijk, The Netherlands. ESTEC is responsible for the management of ESA space flight projects and the preparation of future projects. The necessary hardware and software is developed and built by the space industries in the various ESA member countries. ESTEC also supports ESA project teams by providing specialists and laboratories in almost all space disciplines. Further, it develops new space flight technology for future projects and is also responsible for project quality management and the testing of space satellites. It employs about 1600 people.

After an interesting introduction to the work and organisation of ESTEC by Ms Heidi Graf, we were guided on a tour of some of the main facilities and laboratories. Dr. Richard Bentall, IMechE Member, reviewed some of the work in which he is involved and we were able to visit some full-size mock-up units of the International Space Station (ISS) prepared for customers. The design of the ISS was explained and current and future developments were covered. The high quality of the staff, projects and facilities were readily apparent and our thanks go to ESTEC for a most interesting event. 

K.E.

	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event
	Location

	24th March 2001
	AGM and Lecture “Thrust – Land Speed Record”
	Rotterdam, The Netherlands

	12th April 2001
	Lecture - The design and construction of the London Eye
	Papendrecht, 

The Netherlands

	23rd  - 26th April 2001
	I.Mech.E. Presidential Visit 

(see below)
	Benelux

	June 2001 (provisional)
	Branch visit to SE Region 
	Brighton, U.K.


 Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

  Netherlands: Ken Elvery,  Tel: (+31) (0)78 639 0385,  E-mail: Ken@elvery.demon.nl
  Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
	Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu  Andy Webb has recently taken on the role of events co-ordinator for Belgium and is hoping to arrange three events in 2001, a visit and two talks. Details will appear in subsequent newsletters and on the branch website.



	Details of Events:

	


Benelux Branch AGM:

This year's AGM will be held in Rotterdam on Saturday 24th March 2001. The provisional programme is as follows:

11:00
Coffee

11:30
Talk by guest speaker followed by discussion

13:00
AGM

13:30
Lunch

Non-members may attend, but will not be able to vote at the AGM.

Final details will be mailed separately and will be posted on the Branch web-site

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture: The design and construction of the London Eye 

This lecture, which will be given in Dutch, has been arranged jointly with the Dutch engineering Institutions KIvI and NIRIA. It will focus on the design and construction of this unique prize winning project.

Date/Time:
Thursday 12th April starting at 18:00

Location:
Iv-Infra b.v., Noordhoek 37, Papendrecht.

Other:
Audience restricted to 40. Lecture is expected to finish around. 20:30 and will be followed by drinks.

Registration:
via Ken Elvery by e-mail (see above).

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

IMechE Presidential Visit

The IMechE President and Director General will be visiting the Benelux region from Monday 23rd April until Thursday 26th April. The main events for Branch members are:

Monday 23rd April - Reception for Belgium and Luxembourg based members, at the British Embassy, Brussels, commencing at 19:00.

Tuesday 24th April - Forum on "Training Engineers for the 21st Century" - see further details on page 4.

Thursday 26th April - Reception for The Netherlands based members, at the British Embassy, The Hague, commencing at 19:00.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Branch Visit to SE Region UK

Arrangements for this visit, planned for the weekend of 29th June to 2nd July, need to be finalised in the near future. This is the last opportunity for Members wishing to participate in this visit to register their interest (non-binding) by email or fax (+32 (0)2 7587976) using the form on Page 4 to Denis Hicks.

	Young Members Section

	


The Benelux Branch YM section held its first technical event in December 2000 with an excellent visit to the Heerema crane barge Thialf.  The vessel is truly enormous and everything about it is bigger than normal.  It has a twin lift capacity in excess of 12,000 tonnes with its two 7,100 tonnes cranes.   The attendance was good with about twenty people and comprised of both young and young at heart members, and members of other engineering institutions from both the UK and The Netherlands. This was good and it was pleasing to see an enthusiastic response to the event.

Heerema provided a first class tour of the vessel taking us from the Bridge through the engine and equipment rooms, and down to the thruster and bilge rooms in the pontoons (bottom of the vessel). After this, the tour moved on to the mighty cranes and deck equipment. It was staggering to see a 300 tonnes crawler crane located on deck. Such a crane on a land construction yard would be impressive, but here it was dwarfed by the giant booms of the 7,100 tonnes cranes overhead. The crane's main block (hook) itself was larger than a family car.  Once at the main crane, most of the group braved the Rotterdam wind and climbed up the outside of the A-Frame of the crane, and were rewarded with a spectacular view of Rotterdam and the surrounding area. Overall, everyone who attended had a great time.  Heerema provided an excellent tour which included dinner before and drinks afterwards.  

Plans are now being put together for our next event, which will hopefully take place sometime in February/March. The intention is to organize a professional skills seminar, probably on presentation skills. If you have any ideas or requests for events then please contact Tom Wilne. Please also notify Tom if you would like to be on the Benelux YM email list.

Finally, there is a need for a YM representative in Belgium, as it is proving difficult to organize events there solely from the Netherlands. If you are interested then please contact Tom, and note that it is very good for becoming Chartered!

T.W.

Please note the change of Tom's contact details:

Email: 
tom.wilne@zonnet.nl,

Telephone:
+31 71 566 5444

	

	MIT Meeting at International Engineers Club

	


The MIT Club of Belgium, a Founder Member of the IEC, recently held its inaugural meeting at the Club's premises, the Maison des Ingenieurs, which is now open to Members, for conferences, and as a meeting place for a chat and a drink. (IMechE Membership Cards are needed).

Bill Adam attended this meeting representing the IMechE and the Club and reports as follows:

The Members present numbering about 20 were welcomed by the MIT Club President Ferdinand Dierkens and introduced to the subject entitled Technology Review @ 100 - a reference to the 100th anniversary of the MIT Journal and a conference held at the Institute to celebrate this event. A video was shown of the discussions held by 3 Panels of experts. Panel 1 - Making a Successful Entrepreneur, Panel 2 - Capitalising Innovation, and Panel 3 - Emerging Technologies 2000>2010. This was followed by a lively discussion, particularly about the acceleration of the rate of change of technology and the impact on society, such as the benefits of advances in medical technology being offset by environmental pollution, civil disturbance, new diseases and wars. The training of engineers for management and entrepreneurial activity was also brought up and comparisons made between Europe and USA. The discussion followed on informally over drinks and a light buffet served by the next door Le Relais des Caprices, (where Members can be served meals at a reduced rate if they show their Membership Cards at the SRBII reception desk).

For future events, the MIT Director for Membership will contact the Secretaries of the other Club Members, including of course the IMechE. A formal reciprocal arrangement will be put in place through the IEC Committee.

W.A.

	Questionnaire


Four years ago, a small group of IMechE members issued a questionnaire to canvass the opinions of all IMechE members living in the Benelux regarding their participation in joint activities. Partly as a result of the enthusiastic response, the Benelux Branch was founded with its own budget funded from headquarters. Many of the members who responded have since left the region and have been replaced by new members from outside. The Committee feels that now is the right time to have a look at what the present membership feels about the Branch and whether it should be instituting some changes.

You will find a questionnaire enclosed with this edition of the Newsletter. Would you kindly spare a few minutes of your valuable time to complete and return it. We thank you in advance and promise to give you an overview of the results in a future Newsletter.

J.T.

	

	Forum - Training Engineers for the 21st Century

	


If engineers are to play a full and valuable role in society, it is no longer sufficient to teach them how to become good technologists. A greater emphasis is needed on giving them an awareness of the ethical, social and political responsibilities fundamental to the engineer's role in Society. In addition, engineers must be given the socio-economic training that will enhance their skills in management.

These are the themes of an International Forum that the IMechE Benelux Branch is organising as part of the programme of events for the President's visit in April. In order to have a good cross-section of views, the speakers, panellists and participants are being invited from the leading engineering Institutions in north-west Europe. We do hope that you will be able to participate in this exchange of views.

The Forum will held on 24 April at the Hôtel Ravenstein, 3 rue Ravenstein, 1000 Brussels from 14:00 to 17:30. The Ravenstein is headquarters to both the SRBII and the recently formed International Engineers Club. Immediately after the meeting, participants will have the opportunity to continue the debate over drinks and light refreshments. These will be served in the premises of the I.Engineers Club.

Further information on the Forum, including details of the speakers and panellists, will be issued later. Those members interested in participating should contact the Honorary Secretary, Denis Hicks for further information, either by email or fax (+32 (0)2 7587976) using the form below:

J.T.

	EVENT REGISTRATION FORM

	· To (event contact): ………………………….
	· From:

	· Fax No.:                  …………………………
	Name:     ..…………………………………..

	· Please reserve     ………….       places for:
	Address:  .…………………………………..

	Name of event:  ……………………………..
	 ……………………………………

	…………………………….
	Phone:    …………………………………….

	· Guest Name(s):  …………………………….
	Fax:         ………………………………….…

	…………………………….
	E-mail:     ……………………………………
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