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From your Branch Chairman
Our Benelux Branch AGM and automotive lecture, which took place on 24 March, provided an interesting combination of activities (see report in this issue).  Your current Committee was unanimously re-elected to serve another term.  We will do our best to organise an attractive events programme and also represent the interests of Branch members to Headquarters.  Committee members who resigned this year include Michelle MacFarlane, Tony Billington and David Nicholson and we thank them for their support.  We welcome Peter Tromans who will be helping to develop events in the Netherlands and Bernd Flugel who will be helping to develop YM events in Belgium.  

The Committee hopes that many members and partners will take the opportunity to meet our IMechE President and Director General at one of the two forthcoming Receptions at British Embassies (Brussels, 23 April, and The Hague, 26 April).  You should already have received an invitation, so do send YOUR reply form to either Denis Hicks for Brussels or Ken Elvery for The Hague.  The Forum on 24 April in Brussels on “The Training of Engineers for the 21st Century” (see website and note in this issue) will be the Branch’s first major event of this type and we are anticipating a good attendance.

Malcolm Henderson has carried out an analysis of the replies to the 2001 Branch Members Survey, so please read his preliminary report in this issue.  The results will influence the future development of the Benelux Branch, so if you have not yet returned the questionnaire please spare a few minutes of your valuable time to complete and return it.

K.E.

	

	IMechE Council Elections - 2001/2002 


	


IMechE Council has nominated two Branch members to stand for election in the forthcoming elections for Council for the next session.  Ken Elvery is a candidate in the class of Fellows and Denis Hicks in the class of Members.  With the forthcoming major changes in the governance of the Institution, it is more important than ever that the views of overseas members are represented at the highest levels of the organisation.  Both Ken and Denis are keen to take on these responsibilities on your behalf.  So do take YOUR OPPORTUNITY to use your vote in these elections to support the Branch candidates.  Make sure that YOUR VOTES are cast in this year’s election. 


For the latest Branch News visit our website at

www.imechebenelux.org

	Report of the 2001 Annual General Meeting


	


The 4th Annual General Meeting of the I.Mech.E Benelux Branch was held on 24th March 2001 at the Restaurant Engels in Rotterdam, Netherlands. A good attendance of thirty members was present to hear the year 2000 Branch Annual Report, the Treasurer’s report and to elect the Benelux Branch Committee for 2001.

The AGM was preceded by a most enthralling lecture from Ron Ayres, one of the designers of the Thrust SSC Project. To round off the meeting Martin Northcott from HQ updated us on developments at Birdcage Walk as well as engaging in some lively debate.

Ken Elvery as Chairman of the Branch opened the meeting. Denis Hicks outlined the activities for the past year, stressing the small size of the branch. However the branch did manage to organise a number of events over the year, participated in activities at Birdcage Walk, provided career counselling for members in the Benelux and participated at workshops at British Schools in The Hague and Brussels.

Liaison between Benelux Engineering Institutions was maintained over the year. For example, BSMEE, SRBII and KIvI. 

An important role for the Branch was to raise issues relating to the European Union with Birdcage Walk and that this will hopefully facilitate the same recognition in the United Kingdom of Professional Engineers as on the Continent.

Four newsletters were produced during the year, which from the recent membership survey was seen by many as an important means of communication, even if not all members were active within the Branch.

Alan Hankinson, our “web-master” has continued to develop the Benelux Branch Website. In addition Alan also participates in the Headquarters IT forum. Registering to avoid mail costs is important, as we still only have about 10% of Branch members subscribing to "BenList" - the e-mail mailing list for events and news etc. As in previous years, members of the Branch not already registered for communication via e-mail are urged to contact Alan Hankinson (see contact details below).

Malcolm Henderson maintains the Benelux Branch membership database. Malcolm gave a preliminary report on the survey of members. A fuller account will be issued once more questionnaires have been returned.

John Thompson, Benelux Branch Hon. Treasurer, reported on Branch finances for 2000 and was able to advise that the Branch maintained a positive balance, and hoped to use reserves for high profile guest speakers such as Ron Ayres. 

The auditors, Tony Waters and Francis K.Yamfwa, confirmed the accounts as correct. Due to Branch Rules, Francis and Tony had to be replaced having completed their term of office. David Nicholson and Guy Hundy were elected to stand as auditors in 2001. The Branch members expressed their thanks to Francis and Tony for their efforts over the past years.

The AGM unanimously elected the Branch Committee for 2001 as follows:

Ken Elvery, Andy Webb, John Thompson, Denis Hicks, Bill Adam, Dennys Watson, Alan Hankinson, Theo Speaight, Malcolm Henderson, Paul Revell, Peter Tromans, Tom Wilne and Bernd Flugel.

A special note of thanks was given to Dave Nicholson, who is standing down from the Committee. Dave has been a tireless member of the branch, in particular supporting new members.

Copies of the 2000 Benelux Branch Annual Report are available from the Branch Hon. Secretary, Denis Hicks; see the Benelux Branch website for address details. 

A.W.

To subscribe to "BenList" contact Alan Hankinson, via e-mail at: A.Hankinson@net.HCC.nl




	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event
	Location

	23rd  - 26th April 2001
	I.Mech.E. Presidential Visit 

(see details below)
	Benelux

	Saturday in June 2001

(date to be confirmed)
	All day Technical Visit & Lecture – “Fusion, Fission and Future Energy”

(see Website for detailed programme)
	Luxembourg

	October 2001
	Branch Annual Dinner
	

	22nd - 24th November 2001
	VR-Mech' 2001 Conference

(details will appear in the next Newsletter)
	Brussels

	
	
	


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Ken Elvery,  Tel: (+31) (0)78 639 0385,  E-mail: Ken@elvery.demon.nl
Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	

	Details of Events:

	


IMechE Presidential Visit

The IMechE President and Director General will be visiting the Benelux region from Monday 23rd April until Thursday 26th April. The main events for Branch members are:

Monday 23rd April - Reception for Belgium and Luxembourg based members, at the British Embassy, Brussels, commencing at 19:00.

Tuesday 24th April - Forum on "Training Engineers for the 21st Century" - at the Hôtel Ravenstein, 3 rue Ravenstein, 1000 Brussels from 14:00 to 17:30. See further details in the January Newsletter or on the Branch Website.

Thursday 26th April; - YM meeting with IMech E President and Director General at Shell Rijswijk, The Netherlands, commencing at 14:00. 

This is a unique opportunity for YM’s located in the Benelux region to meet with the IMechE President and Director General, and discuss your issues or concerns as a YM.  It is important that we have a good cross section of the Benelux YM population attending, so we can hear views from both large and small companies, and from those working in companies without a British counterpart.  Overall we should look to present what matters to us as the future of British engineering active in a global workforce, and how the IMechE needs to adapt to meet our needs.  

So if you want to attend please contact Tom at t.wilne@siep.shell.com, or tel. +31 70 311 3283.

Thursday 26th April - Reception for The Netherlands based members, at the British Embassy, The Hague, commencing at 19:00.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Belgium Events 

Two events are being planned for this year, more news will appear on the Branch website and in the next newsletter.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture: The design and construction of the London Eye

This event originally scheduled for Tuesday 12th April had to be postponed until later in the year. Arrangements are now in the hands of the Dutch engineering institution NIRIA.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Branch Visit to SE Region UK

This visit, planned for the weekend of 29th June to 2nd July, has unfortunately been cancelled.

	Careers Evening at the British School in the Netherlands

	


For the third year in succession the British School at Voorschoten, near The Hague, invited IMechE to be present at its annual Careers Evening held last February for pupils and their parents.  Thirty-two professions were represented and this year Benelux Branch Chairman Ken Elvery was able to show the latest IMechE schools publicity material to a significant numbers of senior pupils, who showed an interest in studying for mechanical engineering as a career.  Aspects emphasised included the latest Engineering Council requirements to achieve Chartered Engineer status (SARTOR 3), the type and level of university degree required and the IMechE list of accredited university degree courses.  However, the interest, challenge and satisfaction of an engineering career were also emphasised.  A most successful exposure for our Branch, which may result in several pupils accepting the challenges which mechanical engineering offers.

K.E.

	Questionnaire Feedback

	


To date only 40 members have returned the questionnaire sent out with the January Newsletter. This represents just 14% of the Branch membership – so if you still have the empty form lying around, please spend a few minutes completing and returning it. The questionnaire is also still available on the Branch website.

The response rates to date for the various grades of membership are as follows: Fellows 26%, Members 15%, Associates 13% and Affiliates 4%. In particular, the non-corporate grades have under-responded, so their views are also under-represented – so especially non-corporate grades please respond (you are 35% of the Branch).

Although 75% of responders would prefer to receive communications by e-mail, less than 25% of Branch members have an e-mail address known to the IMechE (Branch or HQ) – so please let the Branch know directly and/or ensure you fill in the e-mail address section on the change form sent with your subscription renewal each year.

With a 40% vote, technical visits and meetings featuring a high profile speaker were the events with most appeal, followed closely by meetings on a management topic and a social event. The all day mixed event has received no votes so far, but has been reasonably supported in the past – so to ensure we have a more representative view on the type of event we should be organising, let us know by returning the questionnaire.

We will continue to analyse the responses further, as hopefully more questionnaires are returned and future Branch events will take account of your wishes.

M.H.

	Young Members Section

	


After a quite start to the year we are hoping to create some momentum and build on the YM successes of last year.  In addition to the meeting with the President and DG outlined above, it is also planned to hold some more technical visits and professional development seminars.  The intention is to provide a professional skills evening, perhaps on presentation skills some time in the near future.  Tentative enquiries have been made to visit a new offshore drilling module under construction in The Netherlands, further details to come.  If you want to be included on the YM e-mail circulation list then please send an e-mail to Tom requesting this.  Please do this, as it is the easiest and most effective way to build a YM network.

Finally, the search is on for a YM resident in The Netherlands who would like to take on a more active role and help organise events.  The workload is not onerous and can usually be completed in a few concentrated efforts.  It is rewarding personally and is viewed very favourably by the CEng application panel.  Please contact Tom if you are interested.  For your information Bernd Fluegel (BFluegel@HansenTransmissions.com) who recently joined the IMechE Benelux Committee is now acting as the YM focal point in Belgium.

T.W.
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