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From your Branch Chairman
The visit of the IMechE President, Denis Filer, the Director General and Manager of the Regional & International Operations Department to Benelux in April was one of the highlights of 2001 for the Branch.  Your Committee had worked very hard in the previous months to prepare an interesting and varied visit programme and I wish to thank them all for their enthusiastic efforts, which resulted in four days of intense and interesting meetings and discussions.  Those of you who were able to attend one of the two Presidential Receptions at the British Embassies in Brussels or The Hague will have heard about the latest IMechE news and developments underway to ensure that the Institution will continue to be able to manage effectively its business on behalf of its membership in the long term future.  A report of the visit is included in this issue.

I am very fortunate to be able to represent the Benelux Branch membership on IMechE Council as an ex-officio member.  On your behalf I am able to be fully involved with the decision making processes at Headquarters and, where appropriate, provide input into discussions from the European members point-of-view (since we are so far the only European Branch).  In addition, I attend the Committee of Regional Chairman (which also encompasses the overseas Branches) and, annually, the meeting of overseas Branch Chairmen.  If you, as a member of the Benelux Branch, would like me to raise any matter of particular importance at any of these forums, please contact me for an initial informal discussion of the subject.

Please note the events which are being planned for the future, as described elsewhere in this issue – we look forward to seeing many new faces in the coming months.  As details are finalised they will be posted on our Branch’s website, so do visit the site to keep up-to-date with activities which should interest you.

K.E.

	

	A Date for Your Diary - Don't miss out on this First Time Event 


	


For the first time, IMechE Benelux Branch plans to arrange a 'lecture with dinner' event.  Members of NIRIA and KIvI have also been invited.  The date has been set for Thursday evening 22nd November and will be held at the Sofitel Hotel in The Hague, next to the CS railway station.  The cost will be Dfl 60,-- p.p. 

The subject of the lecture will be 'Development of Diamond Drilling Bits from First Principles to Present Day' and will be given by Nicholas Tetley of Smith International.  The presentation, which will be in English, will review developments in a wide range of disciplines, from vibration analysis to material science, and discuss how these changes have contributed to significant improvements in diamond drill-bit performance, and hence to changes in their application. 

To register for this event please contact NIRIA:

e-mail: congress@niria.nl
tel/fax: +31 (0)70 352 2141 / +31 (0)70 352 1221

post: 
NIRIA Congressbureau, Postbus 84220, 2508 AE Den Haag.

Payment should be made into NIRIA Den Haag Giro Account P4147800 quoting 'Project 14715 Diamant'. 

	Report of the 2001 Presidential Visit 23 to 26 April


	


“TGIF - Thank goodness it’s Friday” is perhaps what the President said to the Director-General following the Benelux visit, “those Benelux guys sure give you a hard time.”

Indeed we did!  It was an intensive programme, to put it mildly.  Four days of non-stop action; meetings, visits, forums, the lot!  We hope it was all worthwhile.  Indeed, we heard later that the President was particularly delighted with his visit to Huntsman’s Polyurethanes plant at Rozenberg where he had been the project manager when the plant was originally built by ICI in the early 1970’s.  He was given a warm welcome by the current management, and he expressed his pleasure at being able to return to the plant where he had worked for several years.

Benelux Branch members and their partners had opportunities to meet the President and DG at receptions given at the British Embassies in Brussels and The Hague.  Among other guests were leading figures from the Benelux professional institutions, academia, industry and the diplomatic corps including His Excellency, Mr Colin Budd, the new British Ambassador to the Netherlands.  We hope that those of you who attended these events found the meetings interesting and useful. 

The visitors met the Presidents of BSMEE, KVIV, and the SRBII at a luncheon in Brussels.  After lunch, they met the VDI representatives to hear why the VDI thinks it important to have an office in Brussels. Later in the week in The Hague, they had useful discussions with the Vice-President, General Secretary and Director of KIvI.  We hope our visitors remember what all these initials stand for. 

At the University of Brussels, the Dean of the Faculty of Applied Sciences gave the visitors a useful rundown on the training of engineers for the 5-year degree of Ingénieur Civil.  This was followed by a short visit to the laboratories where the visitors saw some of the work being done on active damping of structures and on walking robots.  The star turn was a robotic spider whose dexterity captured everyone’s imagination. 

Representatives of the Young Members Panel of the Branch met the HQ party at Shell’s head office.  The YM’s arranged a programme of informal presentations that were followed by lively discussions on YM’s interests.  The event was valued by all taking part in it.

From the Branch’s point of view, the major event of the visit was the Forum on “Training Engineers for the 21st Century”, reported elsewhere in this Newsletter.  Organisation of this event started last September and exacted much toil and sweat from Committee members.  The high quality of the presentations and discussions did much to raise the IMechE’s image and visibility at the heart of the European Community. 

 J.T./K.E

	

	Report on the Forum 'Training Engineers for the 21st Century' 


	


Brussels, 24th April 2001 saw the Benelux Branch of the IMechE host a Forum entitled “The Training of Engineers for the 21st Century”. 

Under the Chairmanship of Mr. Jean-Marie Polet, Chief Executive Officer of the CIME Group, Denis Filer, President of the IMechE opened the forum outlining the role of the Institution and how it compared to its continental equivalents.  Other high profile speakers making presentations relating to the forum theme included, Professor Pierre Klees, President of the Belgium Post Office, CEO of Brussels Airport and President of the Royal Belgium Society of Industrial Engineers, Professor John Spence, former President of the IMechE, Mr. Bernard Lafitte, Director of International Affairs of the CNISF. 

An open session followed with a debate on the presentations.  One of the common areas of agreement was that Engineering Bodies, both nationally and on the European level are neither sufficiently focused nor cohesive to talk to governments.

One slide from one presenter summed up the event:

"Learn to know, Learn to do, Learn to learn, Learn to be"

A.W.

Note: 
A more detailed report on this event can be found on the Branch website.

	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event
	Location

	Saturday 8th September
	Technical Visit to Ford's Proving Ground
	Lommel, Limburg, Belgium

	Thursday 4th October
	Interpersonal Skills Seminar

(see YM section for details)
	Brussels

	Thursday 18th October
	Lecture - The design and construction of the British Airways London Eye
	Papendracht,

The Netherlands

	October 
	Branch Annual Dinner
	The Hague

	Thursday 1st November
	Lecture and visit: Groningen Long Term Project
	Hengelo, The Netherlands

	Saturday 3rd November 


	All day Technical Visit and Lecture – “Fusion, Fission and Future Energy”
	Luxembourg

	Thursday 22nd November
	Dinner and Lecture on 'Development of Diamond Drilling Bits' 
	The Hague

	22nd - 24th November 2001
	VR-Mech' 2001 Conference
	Brussels

	
	
	


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Peter Tromans,  Tel/Fax: (+31) (0)70 385 2361,  E-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com 

Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	

	Details of Forthcoming Events:

	


Ford Proving Ground Visit

Ever wondered why your car takes all that abuse you give it?  Come and find out on Saturday 8th September at the Ford proving ground at Lommel, Limburg.  The day will include an introduction to the site, tour of the site, a presentation on the role of the proving ground followed by some practical demonstrations.  This event is intended for members from the entire region.  Family members are also welcome.  The day will start at 11:00, and refreshments will be provided.  Please register with Andy Webb (see contact details above) for a most interesting day. Full details will be sent to those registering.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture: The design and construction of the London Eye 

This lecture, which will be given in Dutch, has been arranged jointly with the Dutch engineering Institutions KIvI and NIRIA. It will focus on the design and construction of this unique prize winning project.

Date/Time:
Thursday 18th October starting at 18:00 with snack and refreshments. This event is expected to finish around. 20:30. 

Location:
Iv-Infra b.v., Noordhoek 37, Papendrecht.

Other:
Audience restricted to 40. Cost Dfl 25,-- for members.

Registration:
via the NIRIA Congress Bureau, (see contact details on page 1).

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Branch Annual Dinner

Arrangements are still being finalised for this year's Branch dinner which will be held in The Hague in October and details will be mailed separately to members nearer the date.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture and Visit: Groningen LT Project

This NAM project, to install depletion compression in the giant Groningen gas field, was one of the first large industrial contracts awarded on the basis of the supplier guaranteeing the Total Cost of Ownership over the lifecycle. Both NAM (the Client) and Demag Delaval (the Supplier of the compression equipment) will address the challenges faced.  There will also be an opportunity to tour the Demag Delaval R & D and test-bed facilities.  This is another event arranged jointly with KIvI and NIRIA. 

Date/Time:
Thursday 1st November starting at 13:30 and finishing around. 16:30. 

Location:
Demag Delaval Turbomachinery, Lansinkesweg 1, Hengelo.

Registration:
via Ken Elvery (e-mail: see page 1, tel +31 (0)78 639 0385).

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Technical Visit and Lecture: “Fusion, Fission and Future Energy”

This all day event includes a visit to one of the last nuclear power stations to have come on stream in the '90s, lunch in Luxembourg's Casino, a lecture on Fusion energy and a visit to a demonstration park of renewable energy sources. 

Date/Time:
Saturday 3rd November starting at 09:45 and finishing around 16:30. 

Location:
Luxembourg border with France and Germany.

Registration:
via Theo Speaight

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

VR-Mech '2001 Conference:

Our colleagues in BSMEE are organising a second conference on Virtual Reality in Mechanical and Production Engineering.  The papers will cover technical and human engineering advances and, this year, particular emphasis will be on the human-machine interface for static and mobile robots in industry.

The conference will be held in Brussels from 22nd to 24th November.  As the IMechE is a sponsoring organisation, members registering before 30th September are entitled to a reduced registration fee of 250 Euro.  After this date, the fee is 300 Euro.  

For further information see website http://mrdec.fpms.ac.be/bsmee, or contact BSMEE Secretariat, tel: +32 (0)2 736 0272.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

For up to date details on all the above events please visit the Branch Website at:

www.imechebenelux.org

	Young Members Section

	


Everybody talks about CPD and how important it is for maintaining employability and achieving career advancement.  Unfortunately, not all employers have the resources to provide the necessary training. Indeed, there are many courses around, organised by commercial training providers.  However, they don’t come cheap, and in our region they are rarely in the English language.

Know the problem?  We at Benelux Branch want to do something about it.  We have teamed up with the IEE young members to organise an interpersonal skills seminar in Brussels, free of charge and in the English language.  The trainer will be the IEE’s Lifeskills Officer, who will come over from the UK for this event. 

There will be two modules:

Presentation Skills – 
introduction to effective presentations and key steps for success when speaking in pubic.

Negotiation Skills – 
bargaining to acceptable results, including an interactive game!

Further details of the seminar contents can be found at the following website: 

http://centres.iee.org.uk/Younger/Services/lifeskills.htm
Location:
SRBII, International Engineers Club, Rue Ravenstein 3, B-1000 Brussels.


http://www.srbii.be/Le_ravenstein/lhotel.htm
Date/Time:
4th October 2001, 16.00 to 20.00

The event is open to everybody, young and young at heart. Please register your interest by e-mail: Bfluegel@HansenTransmissions.com or tel: +32 (0)3 450 12 11. Even if you can’t make it to this event, there might be more to come and we can send you information in due course.

Final details will also be displayed on our own website at http://www.imechebenelux.org
B.F.

�
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