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From your Branch Chairman
There will be many repercussions following the tragic events in New York of 11 September. Not only for the families, relatives and friends of the victims of those terrorist actions, whose grief we share, but in almost every other sphere of life. Many businesses, industrial and financial organisations were already concerned about a possible economic down-turn, but have now been put under further pressure by these atrocities. New political and military situations are developing day-by-day and these will have major effects on engineering and technology in the longer term.  Both business and personal security and safety will receive even greater priority than in the past, while pressures to reduce business costs still further will become even more intense. Professional engineers can and should play an important role in analysing changing business situations and implementing creative new ideas to meet the huge challenges that these events have unleashed.

On the IMechE front, all members will soon have an opportunity to vote on the proposed governance changes for the Institution. Much effort has been put in by various committees, HQ staff and Council to develop a better and more effective management structure. Whatever your personal views on these proposals, I do urge you to cast your vote when the time arrives.

Finally, the Benelux Branch Annual Dinner planned for 27 October in The Hague (reminder in this issue) should be an excellent event in convivial surroundings with musical entertainment. Your Branch Committee looks forward to seeing a good attendance of members and guests.  If you have not already done so, please register with Hon Sec. Denis Hicks as soon as possible. 
K.E.

	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event
	Location

	October 27th October
	Benelux Branch Annual Dinner
	The Hague

	Thursday 1st November
	Lecture and visit: Groningen Long Term Project
	Hengelo, The Netherlands

	Saturday 3rd November 


	All day Technical Visit and Lecture – “Fish, Fusion, and other Future Energy”
	Luxembourg

	Thursday 22nd November
	Dinner and Lecture on 'Development of Diamond Drilling Bits' 
	The Hague

	22nd - 24th November 2001
	VR-Mech' 2001 Conference
	Brussels

	
	
	


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Peter Tromans,  Tel/Fax: (+31) (0)70 385 2361,  E-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com 

Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	Report on Technical Visit to Ford Proving Ground


	


Where in the world is it possible to drive in Florida, Paris, India and Belgium without leaving your car, or even turning the steering wheel?  The answer is the Lommel Proving Ground, The Ford Motor Company’s premier European proving facility.  It is here that all Ford Cars and many non-Ford motors are tested before the models are released to the public in Europe.  

Computer aided design has not entirely removed the need for practical testing of products, and Ford has created a facility second to none in Europe. The ground became operational in 1965, and has expanded through 35 years to include all manner of tests and challenges for the vehicles.  We had the opportunity to experience 35% climbs, salt-baths and a high-speed oval, along with a “Low Mu” surface, which involved showing us (in spectacular fashion) how the ABS system on a car has improved car handling and safety.  This was a popular part of the trip, particularly the 100km/h spin in a Mondeo!

The punishment that the cars go through is not entirely constrained to the circuits and tracks, as at Lommel they have an amazing array of testing machines that are able to simulate many road conditions under laboratory conditions.  One rig that we viewed was designed to apply forces to the wheels of the subject vehicle and extremely accurately measure movement of the wheels, in all 3 axis.  This in turn allows the Engineers to obtain an accurate picture of how a car will react to varying road forces, which leads to safer handling of the car in a real-life situation.

The Lommel Proving ground is a fascinating achievement, and the diversity and thoroughness of the facilities are testament to Mechanical Engineering.  We would like to thank Roy Case, his group of excellent drivers and the Ford Motor Company for giving us a wonderful experience and insight into just how much work goes into testing a car.  

A.W.

	

	Details of Forthcoming Events:

	


Branch Annual Dinner

This is a final reminder that this year's Branch Dinner will be held at Restaurant "De Hoogwerf", The Hague on Saturday 27th October, at 6.30 for 7.00 pm. Partners and guests are welcome. There will also be Light Musical Entertainment. The cost will be NLG 75 or BFr 1,375 per person. Members wishing to attend, but who have not yet applied for tickets, are requested to contact Branch Secretary Denis Hicks (e-mail: 100441.21@compuserve.com; or fax: +32 2 7587976) as soon as possible!!!
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture and Visit: Groningen LT Project

This NAM project, to install depletion compression in the giant Groningen gas field, was one of the first large industrial contracts awarded on the basis of the supplier guaranteeing the Total Cost of Ownership over the lifecycle. Both NAM (the Client) and Demag Delaval (the Supplier of the compression equipment) will address the challenges faced.  There will also be an opportunity to tour the Demag Delaval R & D and test-bed facilities.  This event is arranged jointly with KIvI and NIRIA and it is expected that both Dutch and English will be used. 

Date/Time:
Thursday 1st November starting at 13:30 and finishing around 16:30. 

Location:
Demag Delaval Turbomachinery, Lansinkesweg 1, Hengelo.

Registration:
via Ken Elvery (e-mail: ken@elvery.demon.nl; tel +31 (0)78 639 0385).

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Technical Visit and Lecture: “Fish, Fusion, and other Future Energy”

The programme for this Luxembourg event has been revised following the cancellation of the proposed visit to Cattenom nuclear power station due to heightened security measures following September’s events. This all day event aims to provide an overview of some of the issues in Energy production and planning, not only from the technical feasibility point of view, but also the political, financial and practical application of some of the choices on offer. The visit will start with a visit to a Hydro-electric power station at Schengen. This will be followed by lunch in Luxembourg's Casino (cost approximately LUF 800 / €20 per person). After lunch, Dr Dänner from the Max Planck Institute will give a lecture titled 'Fusion Energy at the Edge of Demonstrating Technical Feasibility'. The event will end with a visit to the Luxembourg Energy Centre at Remerschen, a demonstration park of energy production. 

Date/Time:
Saturday 3rd November starting at 10:15 and finishing around 16:30. 

Location:
Assembly at Schengen Bridge (detailed joining instructions will be sent to those registering).

Registration:
via Theo Speaight (see contact details on Page 1)

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Dinner/Lecture: 'Development of Diamond Drilling Bits'

This event is the first to be held in the new "lecture with dinner" format. The lecture "Development of diamond drilling bits from first principles to present day" will be given in English by Nicholas Tetley of Smith International. He will review developments in a wide range of disciplines, from vibration analysis to materials science, and discuss how these changes have contributed to significant improvements in diamond drill-bit performance, and hence to changes in application of diamond drill-bits. Since their introduction in 1975, the use of diamond drill-bits in the oil industry has grown to be 50% of the market.

Date/Time:
Thursday 22nd November; 18:00 lecture will start at 18:30 and dinner at approx. 19:30. 

Location:
Sofitel Hotel, Kon. Julianaplein, The Hague.

Cost:
NLG 60 per person. Payment should be made into NIRIA, Den Haag, Giro Account P4147800 quoting "Project 14715 Diamant".

Registration:
via NIRIA (tel: +31 (0)70 3522141; fax: +31 (0)70 3521221; e-mail: niria@niria.nl 

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

VR-Mech '2001 Conference:

Our colleagues in BSMEE are organising a second conference on Virtual Reality in Mechanical and Production Engineering.  The papers will cover technical and human engineering advances and, this year, particular emphasis will be on the human-machine interface for static and mobile robots in industry.

The conference will be held in Brussels from 22nd to 24th November. Members still wishing to register may do so at the reduced fee of 300 Euro, as IMechE is a sponsoring organisation.    

For further information see website http://mrdec.fpms.ac.be/bsmee, or contact BSMEE Secretariat, tel: +32 (0)2 736 0272.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

For up to date details on all the above events please visit the Branch Website at:

www.imechebenelux.org

	Questionnaire Feedback

	


The Committee would like to thank those members responded to the questionnaire issued to members earlier this year. The following is a summary of the final results.

A total of 50 members responded representing 17% of the total Branch membership. The percentage of members responding from Belgium (23%) and Luxembourg (21%) was higher than The Netherlands (14%).

On average, respondents have been resident in Benelux for 12 years with 16% expecting to leave within the next 2 years. 36% spend 7 or more days travelling.

84% of respondents have an e-mail address (slightly more at home than work). Of these 86% would prefer to receive communications by e-mail. 

To obtain information on Branch activities, 92% use the Newsletter, 20% use the Internet, and 12% rely on HQ. The Newsletter is read thoroughly by 48%, briefly by 44% and glanced over by 8%. Of those with Internet, 12% visit the Branch web-site regularly, 48% sometimes and 40% have only visited the site once. 

Types of events in order of preference are: technical visits (44%), high profile speaker (42%), management meeting (36%), technical meeting (32%), social event (30%), personal skills training (26%) dinner with speaker (24%), industrial meeting (24%). Other types of events scored less than 10%. Event organisers will be taking this feedback into account when planning future events.

A number of respondents expressed a willingness to assist in various Branch activities such as interviewing candidates, liasing with schools, etc. Committee members will be contacting these volunteers individually when assistance is required.

	Young Members Section - Benelux YMs achieve more flexible rules for membership application

	


Earlier this year, a group of IMechE young members met the President and Director General in The Hague. They discussed their practical difficulties as overseas members to achieve corporate status. As a result, we have now received confirmation that some rules have been made more flexible:

Mentors:

Many young members in the Benelux have difficulties finding a mentor for their Initial Professional Development. They often work in companies that do not employ an Engineering Council registered Chartered Engineer. 

In these cases, it is now possible that a ‘delegate mentor’ carries out the day to day mentoring function. This person can be a local engineer of professional standing.

The process must be supervised by an Engineering Council registered Chartered Engineer mentor, who also signs off all documentation. He can be based at a different company, since he is not required to have day to day contact with the young engineer.

Sponsors:

It is now possible that a local professional engineer can also act as sponsor of IMechE membership applications. This person can be a professional engineer from an approved Institution within FEANI, Washington Accord, etc. A second sponsor has to be an Engineering Council registered Chartered Engineer (of any discipline).

These changes have been achieved thanks to the contributions of our young members at the meeting. This shows that an active involvement in young member affairs does pay off. Many thanks to Michelle, Angela and Adrian who gave their input.

These more flexible rules should make life a bit easier for young members outside the UK seeking chartered status. We hope that this will also encourage more young members in Benelux to forward their membership applications. 

General information on the application process can be found on the IMechE website under www.imeche.org.uk ( become a member ( how to join ( guidance notes for applicants

For specific questions, please get in touch with Bernd Fluegel by e-mail on BFluegel@HansenTransmissions.com or telephone +32 3 450 12 11.

B.F.

	


	Newsletter Distribution

	


As a follow-up to the questionnaire feedback, it is proposed to commence a trial distribution of the Newsletter by e-mail attachment. For this issue, all members will receive a printed copy via normal mail as usual. Branch members who have previously advised the Branch of their e-mail address will also receive a copy via e-mail. These members will be given the opportunity to express their preferred distribution route, and if applicable, their preferred e-mail address. From the next issue, members electing to receive the Newsletter via e-mail attachment will no longer receive a printed copy. 

If you would prefer to receive the Newsletter via e-mail, but have not advised the Branch of your current e-mail address, then please notify Malcolm Henderson via e-mail address: M.Henderson@fokkerspace.nl 

�








This newsletter is sponsored by Bearing and Steering expert Koyo Seiko Co. Ltd.
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