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From your Branch Chairman
On behalf of the Benelux Branch Committee, I wish all members a successful, prosperous and challenging 2002.

By now we should have become used to thinking and working in Euros and started to benefit from the business advantages of one single currency throughout many countries of Western Europe.  Business accounts have already been running in dual currencies for some time, but actively thinking in Euros should only require a short period of familiarisation.  However, it still remains to be seen whether the UK will eventually decide to join the Euro system.  Arguments for and against are now raging fiercely in the media.

You should all have read by now that the proposals to change the Institution’s governance have now been approved by membership vote.  These changes bring IMechE into line with similar changes taking place within sister UK institutions. Implementation is already starting.

Attendance at recently planned Branch events for members in the Netherlands has been rather low.  Two events scheduled for last November had to be cancelled at the last moment due to too few registrations.  This is disappointing, both for the presenters and the Branch Committee.  If you have any comments on events, subjects, timing or locations, please let both Peter Tromans and me know.  Peter would also appreciate support from a younger member in the Netherlands to help arrange an attractive events programme.  Those interested please contact him, as shown below. 

The Branch AGM has been scheduled for Saturday 23rd March in Rotterdam and, as before, we are anticipating having an interesting speaker followed by a buffet lunch. We hope many of you will be able to attend.

K.E.

	

	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event
	Location

	30th January 2002
	Lecture and visit: Groningen Long Term Project
	Hengelo, The Netherlands

	12th February 2002
	Computational Fluid Dynamics Lecture
	Voorburg, The Netherlands

	22nd February 2002
	Formula Student Racing Team Visit
	Delft, The Netherlands

	23rd March 2002
	Branch AGM
	Rotterdam

	24th April 2002
	Seminar ‘Teambuilding and Supervision’
	Brussels

	23rd - 24th May 2002
	8th European Congress on Fluid Machinery
	The Hague

	
	
	


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Peter Tromans,  Tel/Fax: (+31) (0)70 385 2361,  E-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com 

Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	Reports on Recent Branch Events


	


Branch Annual Dinner

The Annual Dinner took place on 27th October 2001 at Restaurant “De Hoogwerf” in The Hague. Twenty-four members and guests appreciated an excellent meal in the convivial surroundings of a first class, traditional Dutch restaurant. The party also included members from Belgium and Luxembourg and our principal guests were Mr. Hugh Ellis and his partner from the British Embassy, The Hague. Attractive musical interludes were provided by the Art Nouveau Quartet from Dordrecht. All together, a most enjoyable event. Let’s hope that more members will register for the next dinner.  

K.E. 

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Fish, Fusion and other Future Energy

Despite numerous changes in date and programme, finally landing on the local school holiday week, the Luxembourg Event of 2001 finally took place on November 3rd under perfect conditions. As the mist slowly rose over the houses and electricity pylons, 14 participants were making their way to the historic monument of Schengen, a memorial to the agreement signed by Luxembourg, France and Germany to open up their borders to the free movement of people and goods. A short walk away is one of the Run-of-the river water turbine installations operated by the CEFRALUX, a subsidiary of the Société d’Eploitation de l’Our SA, who operates a number of similar plants and the Pumping/Generating installation at Vianden visited in 1999. The two Kaplan turbines are rated at 2.5MW each and take excess water flowing downstream at the Schengen /Apach lock after shipping has taken its share first. This visit was followed by lunch at Luxembourg’s Casino. Dragging the group from the table presented some difficulty, but not the gaming tables! The lunch had been excellent and was followed by a very interesting lecture from Dr Daenner of the Max Planck Institut in Garching Munich, responsible for the Vessel/In vessel Coordination, for example covering the mechanics and logistics of producing and handling the enormous segments that make up the toroidal ring of a Fusion Reactor. The history of development up to the present day, and plans for the future made an extremely interesting lecture which could easily have justified more time. A short summary has been posted on the branch website. The final event was a visit to a local water tower supplying the local communities and the nearly completed tunnel on the motorway just before it crosses the new bridge at Schengen. Comprising the original tanks sourced from two springs lower down the slopes and the new tower to obtain higher pressure. The installation of the new tower was not quite complete which meant the entire group was forced to climb the steps, rather than use the lift, in order to appreciate the view from the top of the tower, which on this sunny autumn day, was impressive!

T.S.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

YM Lifeskills Seminar

Speaking in public is one of the most feared tasks for many engineers (and many others). How do I get my message across? How do I keep them interested? What if they ask awkward questions?

It’s all an issue of good preparation and following some basic rules, as IMechE members found out at this interesting seminar at the Brussels ‘International Engineers Club’. Trainer Isobel Brown, the IEE’s ‘Lifeskills’ officer, surely got her message across in her enthusiastic and hands-on style.

‘Hands-on’ was also the approach when the seminar continued with Negotiation Skills: What are our objectives? What is my bottom line? (If I don’t reach this, my boss will strangle me). What is the opponent’s bottom line? (If he doesn’t reach this, his boss will strangle him). Somewhere in between is the compromise, the famous ‘win-win’.

We experienced it all in a negotiation game – useful experience and good fun, just have a look at the photos on the Branch website.

Everybody found it very worthwhile and worth the travel – some members took the train from the Netherlands to Brussels – but after all, the venue in only a 2 minutes walk away from Brussels Central railway station.

Due to popular demand, there will be a similar seminar with the same trainer in April. See details elsewhere in this newsletter. So there’s a second chance for those who missed the first event!

B.F.

	Details of Forthcoming Events:

	


Lecture and Visit: Groningen LT Project

The visit originally planned for 1st November 2001 to Demag-DeLaval Turbomachinery BV at Lansinkesweg 1, 7553 AE Hengelo (OV), and cancelled at the last minute, has now been reinstated by KIvI for 30th Janaury 2002.

The Netherland’s major gas field at Slochteren, Groningen, is being upgraded by NAM bv, with the addition of compressors to ensure maintenance of production gas pressures in the long term. NAM and the compressor manufacturer will present a programme to review the “Groningen Long Term Project”.  This is currently one of the Netherlands’ largest engineering projects and the visit should thus be most interesting.  The programme will be in Dutch, and is:

13.30
Arrival, coffee.

13.45 Talk by Ir. F. Hondeborg, NAM bv.

14.30 Talk on ‘Slochteren compressors’

15.15 Factory visit

16.0 Discussion

16.30 End of visit

The visit is free for KIvI, NIRIA and IMechE members. Please register your attendance with the KIvI Bureau, Tel: +31 (0)70 3919900, Fax +31 (0)70 3919840, E-mail: congres@kivibur.nl  

For more information contact:

Ir. G. Calis, tel: +31 (0)6 53 827 993, or 

E-mail: gijs.calis@stork.com 
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture: Computational Fluid Dynamics

In recent years, computational fluid dynamics (CFD) has passed from being an exotic method in aerospace and Formula 1 to a vital tool in areas of engineering such as automotive, chemical process, wind loads on structures and dispersion of pollution. Dr Rose is an acknowledged expert in CFD who will give us a colourful and entertaining talk.

Date/Time:
Tuesday 12th February 2002, 19:00 for 19:30.

Location:
Mövenpick Hotel, Stationsplein 8, Voorburg (The Hague) 

(see Branch Website for detailed travel directions)

Registration:
via e-mail to PeterTromans@compuserve.com
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Formula Student Racing Team Visit

An event is planned to visit the budding Formula Student racing team based at TU Delft, the team consists of University members, students and some fellow IMechE members. Principle sponsors of the team include Shell and the TNO also based in Delft.

The day will begin with an informal tour of the teams ‘pits’ to see the vehicle and chat with the team members about their successes to date. This will be followed by a technical presentation by the engine manufacturer and TNO detailing the steps taken to raise the engine performance to a race standard.

Also, depending on interest, there is the opportunity to hold our own mini-tournament at a nearby go-carting centre. The event should finish around 18:00 or 20:00 depending on the carting – at least some of the cost of the carting will need to be met by the participants.

Date/Time:
Friday 22nd February 2002, starting around 15:00.

Location:
Technical University Delft 

(detailed joining instructions will be sent to those registering)

Registration:
via Scott Collins at e-mail: s.collins@hyva.com, or Tel: +31 628-046544 (after 17:00).
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Benelux Branch AGM

This year’s Benelux Branch AGM will be held on Saturday 23rd March 2002 in Rotterdam. The provisional programme is as follows:

11:00 Coffee

11:30 Talk by guest speaker followed by discussion

13:00 AGM

13:30 Lunch.

Non-members may attend, but will not be able to vote at the AGM.

Final details will be mailed separately to all branch members and will be posted on the Branch web-site.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

YM Seminar ‘Teambuilding and Supervision’

This is the second event in the YM’s Lifeskills seminars series, a joint event with IEE Benelux section. As for the previous seminar, the trainer will be Isobel Brown, the IEE’s Lifeskills Officer. The two modules this time are i) Teambuilding: Planning, implementing and monitoring of leadership – motivating others is the key to get things done! and ii) Supervision:  getting the most out of your team, the benefits of delegation, understanding how communication works. The seminar includes a practical exercise!

Date/Time:
Wednesday 24th April 2002, starting 16:00, finishing 20:00.

Location:
SRBII, International Engineers Club, Rue Ravenstein 3, B-1000 Brussels (detailed joining instructions will be sent to those registering)

Registration:
via Bernd Fluegel at Bfluegel@HansenTransmissions.com 
or tel: +32 3 4501211 (daytime)

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

8th European Congress on Fluid Machinery:

Fluid machinery is essential for the movement of oil and gas in the extraction and hydrocarbon processing industries. Improvements and innovations in fluid machinery result in improved reliability, and increased efficiency, as well as totally new approaches to business itself. This 8th International Congress, which is being organised by IMechE HQ, aims to showcase the latest in technology and to act as a forum for sharing valuable experience.

The congress will be held in The Bilderberg Europa hotel, The Hague on 23rd and 24th May.

	International Club for Engineers & Industrialists - Monthly Luncheon Meetings

	


The International Club for Engineers and Industralists, (CIII), Brussels, has announced plans for regular lunchtime meetings. As a founder member of the CIII, all IMechE members are invited to these meetings, which will be held on the last Friday of each month.

The first meeting will take place on Friday 25th January 2002 at the Club’s premises, rue Ravenstein 3, (Maison des Ingenieurs) 1000 Brussels. The meeting will start at 11.30 hrs and will be followed by lunch in the adjacent restaurant "Les Relais des Caprices" from 12.00 to 14.00 hrs.

The cost will be Euro 25. (Payment to be sent to account no 310-1397692-08 of the Club International des Ingenieurs et des Industriels, rue Ravenstein 3, 1000 Bruxelles, giving the name of the person attending and the date of the Friday Luncheon.)

The lunches provide an excellent opportunity to meet colleagues and members of the SRBII & MIT.

Suggestions for a speaker at these events are welcome.

For further information contact Secretary  Mme Olga Demine  (tel: +32 (0)2 770 7526 or GSM +32 (0)495 534062), Bill Adam or John Thompson.

W.A.

	Young Members Section 

	


We can look back on a successful year 2001 with a variety of YM events in the Benelux. These included a meeting with IMechE President and Director General to discuss Chartership issues, an Interpersonal Skills seminar, and last but not least our ‘technical’ visit to Micro-brewery Het IJ in Amsterdam in November. 

My apologies to those who did not get an invitation – but that’s only because you’ve not provided your e-mail address, folks! All those who register with me for the Benelux YM e-mail network will get up-to-date information as soon as it is available:

Bernd Fluegel, IMechE Benelux YM co-ordinator, Bfluegel@HansenTransmissions.com
We look forward to a busy year 2002, starting with a ‘Formula Student Racing’ visit in February. Special thanks our YM colleague Scott Collins for his enthusiastic contribution.

Hope to see many of you at our future events!

B.F.
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This newsletter is sponsored by Bearing and Steering expert Koyo Seiko Co. Ltd.
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