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From your Branch Chairman
The Annual General Meeting of the Benelux Branch took place on 23rd March in Rotterdam and is reported elsewhere in this issue. A new Committee was elected to manage Branch affairs for the year 2002/2003.  Your new Chairman is Andy Webb and Vice Chairman is Theo Speaight. They will take over officially on 22nd May, the date on which the next IMechE President, John McDougall, will be inaugurated at our Headquarters in Westminster.

During the past 4 years it has been a real pleasure to lead the Branch Committee in setting out our vision, strategy and business plan, and arranging a varied programme of technical, business and social events. The skills and enthusiasm of each member, with his/her particular responsibilities, have resulted in a well-balanced and highly effective team. Whilst details of your new Committee are shown elsewhere, I would like to pay tribute to Dennys Watson, who is now standing down. With his personal background in, and knowledge of, the European Commission, he has provided wise counsel on the development of Branch contacts with various Directorates, transmission of key developments to IMechE Headquarters and arranging meeting programmes for Presidential visits to Benelux.

I feel sure that you will give the new Committee your continuing support by attending many of the future Benelux Branch events.

K.E.

	

	Launch of IMechE Consultants Group and Consultants Directory

	


The IMechE has recently (re-)launched its Consultants Group, and introduced a new Consultants Directory – a listing and on-line search facility of participating Consultant Chartered Engineers within the Institution. Practising Consultants wishing to be listed in the Directory will be able to register their details on-line from mid-April.

The aims of the Consultants Group are to: provide a peer group network for Consultants and Members interested in the Consultant Market; provide resources and Services which are peculiar to the needs of Consultants; promote the expertise of its members; and continually raise the capability of and confidence in Consultants on the Register. The Group’s objective is to ensure that its Consultants Register becomes the first choice search facility for Institution Members, and other organisations and individuals, seeking the services of a Consultant Chartered Engineer.

Steve Price, who sits on both the Consultants Group committee and the Benelux Branch Committee, will be approaching Branch Members, who have expressed an interest in Consultancy, for their views on the ongoing development of the Group and its Services. He will continue to report to the Benelux Branch Committee on the development and progress of the Consultants Group at HQ and in the Regions.

If any member has any strong views which they wish to be considered, or wishes to know more about the Group, they can contact Steve directly at steven.price@pccl.be.

A link to the Consultants Group web-site can be found from the IMechE homepage at www.imeche.org.uk.

S.P.
	Report of the 2001 Annual General Meeting


	


The 5th Annual General Meeting of the Benelux Branch of the IMechE was held on 23rd March 2002 at the restaurant Engels, Rotterdam, Netherlands. Twenty members were in attendance to hear the year 2001 Branch Annual Report and to elect the Branch Committee for 2002/2003.

The AGM was preceded by a presentation from Dr Jim Birch of the Engineering and Technology Board; see elsewhere in the newsletter for a report on this.

Ken Elvery, Chairman of the Branch opened the AGM. Denis Hicks, Honorary Secretary outlined the activities for the past year, stressing that despite the small size of the branch, a significant number of events were organised. In terms of percentage of Branch members attending this was much higher than a branch in the UK would typically achieve. Special mention should be given to one event, which was the Forum “Training of Engineers for the 21st Century”. This brought together a number of key figures from both the Belgium Engineering bodies and representatives from the Institution in the UK. It served well as a platform to discuss this vitally important subject as well as raise the profile of IMechE within the Benelux.

Encouragingly for the future, Young Members have managed to organise several events. Contact with British Schools in both The Hague and Brussels has been maintained through careers presentations. Liaison between Benelux Engineering Institutions has been maintained over the year. For example, BSMEE, SRBII and KIvI. 

Four newsletters were produced over the past year, which from the recent membership survey was seen by many as an important means of communication, even if all members are not active within the Branch.

The Internet continued to grow as an excellent means of communicating with the membership over a reasonably large geographical area. Whilst it is encouraging to see more members are advising of their e-mail addresses, it is still not as high a level as we would wish. By enabling us to send information such as newsletters via e-mail, members can make a very real contribution to the finances of the branch.

John Thompson, Hon. Treasurer, reported on Branch finances for 2001 and advised that the Branch had overspent its budget, mainly due to the cost of the Forum. With the Institution’s agreement, the shortfall was covered by funds from reserves built up over previous years. Guy Hundy and Dave Nicholson were elected auditors for a second year. Tony Waters was elected as a reserve auditor. 

The AGM unanimously elected the Branch Committee for 2002/2003 as follows:

Branch Chairman, Andy Webb; Vice Chairman, Theo Speaight; Honorary Secretary, Denis Hicks; Treasurer, John Thompson; immediate past Chairman, Ken Elvery; Bill Adam; Alan Hankinson; Malcolm Henderson; Paul Revell; Peter Tromans; Bernd Fluegel; Scott Collins; Steve Price and David Maitland.

The meeting agreed to a number of minor administrative changes to the branch’s constitution.

A vote of thanks was offered to the following; Dennys Watson a founding member of the branch who has retired from the committee, Tom Wilne for establishing the Young Members section who has been transferred to the United States and finally to Ken Elvery our Chairman who has so successfully led the branch over the past years.

After the AGM, Steve Price gave a presentation on the role of the Consultants Network. The IMechE has a register of 250 consultants, but this is not widely known by members. Steve, who has recently taken up a position on the IMechE Consultants’ Group, outlined the aims of this Group whose importance will inevitably increase.

Copies of the 2001 Benelux Branch Annual Report are available on the Benelux Branch web site.

A.W.

For the latest Branch News visit our website at

www.imechebenelux.org 

	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event
	Location

	28th May 2002
	TNO Automotive Crash Safety Centre 

(see details below)
	Delft, The Netherlands


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Peter Tromans,  Tel/Fax: (+31) (0)70 385 2361,  E-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com 

Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	

	Details of Forthcoming Events:

	


TNO Automotive Crash Safety Centre Visit

TNO Automotive provides a comprehensive range of research, development and engineering services to the automobile industry.  The crash safety centre is one of the world’s leading centres of expertise in vehicle development for occupant safety and the protection to vulnerable road users. Those familiar with the BBC's Top Gear will have seen a TNO crash test in their links between articles.

During the visit, examples of engineering and R&D activities performed for car companies will be provided. There will be a tour of the laboratories showing the high speed sled, crash barrier and component test facilities and a demonstration of MADYMO, TNO's crash simulation software (multi-body and Finite Element) used worldwide for occupant restraints development.  In addition, the ECOFRONT, a prototype vehicle designed to provide protection both to vehicle occupants and pedestrians will be on display and its design and development explained.

Date/Time:
Tuesday 28th May 2002. Time: 2.00 for 2.30 pm.

Registration:
via PeterTromans@compuserve.com 
Location: 
The Crash Safety Centre, TNO Automotive, TNO Zuidpolder, Schoemakerstraat 97, Delft, The Netherlands. (Adjacent to the A13 between the exits for Delft Zuid and Delft centre.)

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

8th European Congress on Fluid Machinery

This International Congress, which is being organised by IMechE HQ, and which was originally planned to be held in May in The Hague, has been postponed until 24th and 25th October 2002. 

	

	Technical visit – Siemens Demag DeLaval Turbomachinery B.V. – Hengelo

	


This visit took place last January at Hengelo and was attended by about 50 members and guests from IMechE, KIvI and NIRIA. The main emphasis was on the compressor packages developed for the large NAM B.V. natural gas fields in North Netherlands. Depletion of the reservoirs has caused internal pressures to drop by about 50% and compression is now required to maintain production to meet long term delivery requirements. NAM staff presented an introduction to the exploration and production philosophies and compression project planning.   Siemens staff then took the floor and gave a detailed resumé of the design and production of the compressors, highlighting some unique design aspects. Divided into several groups, we were then given a tour of the compressor production, assembly and testing facilities at the factory, giving further opportunities to ask questions about  specific aspects of these unique units.

Our thanks go to both KIvI and Siemens for a most interesting and worthwhile event.

K.E.

	Formation of the Engineering and Technology Board and International Strategy

	


At the AGM, Dr Jim Birch of the Engineering Council made a presentation on the Engineering Technology Board, (ETB) and its International strategy. In a very lively and, as it turned out, an extended presentation to cover all the discussion points, Dr Birch gave an overview of the formation of the new structure that will impact us all as members of the IMechE.  The new structure that will be governing engineering will clearly take members a little time to understand but some of the key points are detailed in the following.

The Engineering Council, EC (UK) is responsible for the setting of standards, monitoring Institutions and the profession at both home and abroad. Additionally, there is the parallel organisation, which is the Engineering and Technology Board. The ETB are responsible for the promotion of engineering. Dr. Birch stressed that the two organisations, which have a linked management structure, have equal status. Though it was noted that the fees we pay go to the ETB who then fund the EC. 

The EC (UK) comprises 22 members, of whom seven are nominated by the ETB and the remaining fifteen are nominated by the Engineering Institutions

Within the ETB there will be various panels, one of which is of particular interest to those living and working outside the United Kingdom, the International Panel. This is still in the process of being developed. However, the objective of the International committee is to “extend the recognition of UK registrants overseas”. This method will be by Mutual Agreements, and in particular by Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs) with other professional bodies. Dr Birch outlined a number of accords that have been signed by both Governments and representatives of engineering organisations aimed at mutual recognition.  The intent is to assist in the mobility of labour. 

Of particular interest is that FEANI is being reorganised and new elections are due. It is hoped that this will present more of a united European front for Engineers to present their case to European institutions. 

Dr Birch outlined that the international mobility of Engineers was a subject of concern to many governmental and intergovernmental organisations such as the World Trade Organisation.

There followed a lively debate on the subject for which Dr Birch thanked the audience for their views. We hope that we may have a follow up to this in the future.

Members are encouraged to consult both the ETB and EC (UK) web-sites for more information at:- www.etechb.co.uk and www.engc.org.uk.
A.W.

	Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) Lecture

	


In recent years, CFD has passed from being an exotic method in aerospace and Formula 1 to a vital tool in areas of engineering such as automotive, chemical process, wind loads on structures and dispersion of pollution. It has become part of the design cycle in any problem where fluid mechanics is important. Dr. Alan Rose, an acknowledged expert in CFD, gave a colourful and entertaining talk to those present.

Dr Rose described the subject through a series of examples of CFD applications and historical references to personalities of fluid mechanics. The first topic was the analysis of a mixing vessel where the CFD results were integrated into the computer aided design of the vessel. Further examples included the optimisation of a heat exchanger and the control of effluent overflow from a combined storm and sewerage drain. The last items showed that even sewerage produces exciting fluid mechanics! Dr Rose explained the advantages and disadvantages of different approaches to model discretisation and specification of the flow field. Along the way, we learnt that Navier won fame as an engineer for his work on suspension bridges rather than the equations of fluid mechanics. We also heard about Stokes, that Euler gained inspiration from his numerous young children while Lagrange succeeded without any! 

The question and answer session showed the audience’s interest and extended into the hotel bar after the official close of the lecture.               

 P.T.
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