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From your Branch Chairman
After all the years of reading Ken Elvery’s words as the “Branch Chairman” I have to admit to it being rather strange to be the author of this section! However, I am more than a little pleased, proud and honoured to be the Chairman of an I.Mech.E Branch.

First of all though my thanks to Ken for what can only be described as outstanding leadership of the Branch since its formation. Ken’s efforts have been recognised by his election to the Trustee Board and I look forward to the overseas view being very well represented at this forum.

Turning my thoughts towards the Branch I would like to see it continuing to move forward, building on what has been achieved since its formation. An overseas branch will always have a different set of challenges compared to say a UK Region. We are faced with a membership that is transient, and that is, by the very fact they have been placed on an overseas assignment, under considerable pressure from work. My hope is that we can continue to meet our vision statement and “be the Benelux Network of IMechE members contributing to business and professional life in Europe.”  

On the I.Mech.E front, along with Dennis Hicks and Steve Price I attended a Regional Officers Seminar in London. This was a very useful forum to see how we work with Headquarters and others. It is clear that the Institution is working hard to adapt to an ever-changing business climate, and is taking on new initiatives such as updating the web site, which I urge you all to consult on a regular basis.

I am looking forward to the future and hope that Benelux members will continue to support the Branch, and hopefully feel able to participate in the events that are being planned for the next eighteen months.

A.W.

	


	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event   (see Page 3 for details)
	Location

	7th September 2002
	Visit to Gen. George C. Marshall Museum 


	Zwijndrecht, The Netherlands

	14th September 2002
	Visit “Flights of Fancy” 


	Luxembourg

	8th October 2002
	Lecture “Diamond Drill Bits”
	Voorschoten, The Netherlands

	31st October / 

1st November 2002
	8th European Congress on Fluid Machinery 


	The Hague, The Netherlands


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Peter Tromans,  Tel/Fax: (+31) (0)70 385 2361,  E-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com 

Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	Reports on Recent Branch Events


	


Formula YM: Inter-disciplinary - International

IEE and IMechE YMs generally enjoy good relations, and in many areas organise joint events. However, when the YMs from IMechE Benelux invited their IEE counterparts to this event a little professional competitiveness kicked in too. 

The event started off amiably enough with a visit to the Formula Student racing team at the Technical University of Delft. The team consists of around 80 students, together with a small team of advisors from the university staff. This is only the second year that TU Delft has entered the Formula Student competition, but their current vehicle is capable of 200 km/h - not bad from a 600 cc engine (courtesy of Yamaha). The team also benefit from support from Shell, who gave advice on logging and analysing engine data, something that made a huge difference to the teams ability to optimise the car (and driving technique). 

Like much of engineering, Formula Student is a multi-disciplinary project. With electrical, mechanical, electronic, production and software engineering skills all required to design and build the best vehicle. 

Part two saw us move on to Race Planet, a multi-level indoor go-kart track for a Formula YM competition.

Despite some valiant (or possibly reckless) driving by members of Team IEE and a small mechanical problem (the fuel tank fell off), the race was won by the Team IMechE. Once the racing was over the competitive spirit dissolved and we enjoyed a very pleasant post-race social.

  B.F. 

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

YM Seminar: Team Building and Supervision

What makes Young Members give up their spare time on a night when Manchester United plays in the Champions League? An IMechE seminar, of course!

Although timing was rather unfortunate this time, we still attracted a group of younger members from all over Belgium, including a colleague from IEE. It was also encouraging to see several new faces.

Working in teams is indeed relevant to all of us. Isobel Brown, the IEE’s ‘Lifeskills Officer’, introduced us to the secrets of how teams work. Once again she brought across her message in her enthusiastic hands-on style. 

So it was no wonder that we had to bring theory into practice in a team-working exercise: The city of Brussels was threatened by a can of highly toxic popcorn, due to explode in 30 minutes! We had to pour the contents into another can, only by using pieces of rope and a bicycle tube. Fortunately for the population of Brussels, the Benelux YMs formed a successful team. They managed to complete the exercise faster and better than most groups in the UK!

B.F.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Visit to TNO Automotive Crash Safety Centre
TNO Automotive provides a comprehensive range of research, development and engineering services to the automobile industry. The Crash Safety Centre is one of the world’s leading groups in vehicle development for occupant safety and the protection of vulnerable road users. Whether as a motorist, pedestrian or engineer, it is a topic everyone can appreciate. Neil Sharpe and his colleagues entertained twenty-five participants during the Benelux Branch’s visit to their site in Delft on 28 May.

During the visit, we saw examples of engineering and R&D activities performed for car companies around the world. We made a tour of the laboratories including the high-speed sled, crash barrier and component test facilities. The high-speed sled is the largest in the world with capacity for trucks and buses. We made acquaintance with ‘Big Ed’ and his fellow dummies that regularly survive impacts with the crash barrier. We heard about MADYMO, TNO's crash simulation software, a multi-body and finite element scheme that is used world-wide. We saw examples of its application to design against front and side impact and the optimisation of passenger restraint especially air bags. We learnt about compatibility requirements: the need for colliding vehicles to protect their own and each other’s passengers. In addition, we heard about the design and development of ECOFRONT, a prototype vehicle that not only protects its occupants and but also goes to great lengths to minimise injury to pedestrians who might come into its path. 

The success of the visit was reflected in the barrage of questions from the participants!

P.T.

	Details of Forthcoming Events:

	


Visit to Gen. George C. Marshall Museum

This museum was opened in May 1997, 50 years after the realisation of the Marshall Plan. The museum has built up a collection of more than 100 American military vehicles. Against a background of scenes out of the 2nd World War, it is possible to see the vast range of vehicles that the Americans used in that period – GMC’s, Dodges and Jeeps, etc. A logistics rather than a war museum, it provides a clear view of the transport capacity of the American military. This event is intended for members and their families.

Date/Time:
Saturday 7th September.     Time: 13.30 for 14.00 

Registration:
via PeterTromans@compuserve.com 
Cost:
Euro 4.00 p.p. payable at the reception.

Location: 
The 2nd World War – Ground Transportation Museum, Noordweg 15a,  Zwijndrecht, 

The Netherlands. 
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Technical Visit: “Flights of Fancy”

This event will start with a visit to Cargolux and after lunch will continue with a visit to SES Astra’s Antennas, Power Generation and Command Centre.

Cargolux is the most successful freight-forwarding airline in the world, winning awards consistently after being in business just over 30 years. Its expansion has hardly paused and it continues to make profits in hard times. Some of this success may be made visible in the tour but a large part remains hidden in the culture and commitment of the employees. Further information may be found at the Cargolux website www.cargolux.com.
Société Europeene des Satellites, now called SES GLOBAL (better known in Europe simply as ASTRA) is the world's leader in global satellite communications. Started in 1988 with the launch of Astra 1A, their satellites provide world-wide broadband communications: audio-visual broadcasting, feeds for cable networks, Internet trunking and IP multicast, corporate networks, network facilities and telecommunications services. 

Date/Time:
Saturday 14th September starting at 09:45 and ending around 16:00. 

Location:
Assembly at the Entrance to Cargolux Terminal, Luxembourg Airport (Findel).

Registration:
via Theo Speaight (see contact details on page 1)

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture: Diamond Drill Bits

Drilling is a major factor in the exploration and production of oil and gas. Diamond drill bits were first introduced to the petroleum industry in 1975. Since then their use has expanded to a point where 50% of the drill bits used now are diamond bits. Nicholas Tetley of Smith International will describe the development of diamond drill bits from first principles. He will explain how finite element analysis, materials science and dynamic analysis have been used in Smith International to produce the present day drilling bit.

Date/Time:
Tuesday 8th October.         

Time: 19.00 for 19.30 

Registration:
via PeterTromans@compuserve.com 
Location: 
The British School, 

Jan van Hooflaan 3, Voorschoten, The Netherlands. 
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

8th European Congress on Fluid Machinery

Fluid machinery is essential for the movement of oil and gas in the extraction and hydrocarbon processing industries. Improvements and innovations in fluid machinery result in improved reliability, and increased efficiency, as well as totally new approaches to business itself. This 8th International Congress, which is being organised by IMechE HQ, aims to showcase the latest in technology and to act as a forum for sharing valuable experience.

The congress will be held in The Bilderberg Europa hotel, The Hague on 31st October and 1st November. 

Registration:
Before 30th September, via

Tina Churcher at I.Mech.E.

tel: +44 20 7973 1258;              fax: +44 20 7222 9881; 

e-mail: t_churcher@imeche.org.uk
	Consultants Group

	


The Benelux Branch pilot of the Consultants Group Branch / Regional Champion has continued to offer some new opportunities to members in Belgium this last quarter.  The ‘Social / Networking’ event, an informal evening of Beer and Banter, has been re-established with the radical step taken to attract engineers from other institutions, and other ‘interesting and interested’ individuals. Publicity for the events has included advertisement in a local English language newspaper, and wide e-mail circulation in collaboration with ‘Focus’ a Brussels based networking group.  The first meeting in June at the Mort Subite saw a medical Doctor and a fonctionnaire from an EU secretariat amongst the participants. The second event, at what will now become our new ‘home’ The Terverne Mannekin Pis, brought a metals research analyst, two software engineers, and a civil engineer, as well as assorted committee members to the table. All reported having enjoyed a great evening, particularly the conversation on worst food experiences, and that they’d be returning to future events. Events will now be held monthly in Brussels, and a location in the Netherlands is being sought to repeat the formula for Dutch members. Volunteers to help with the Dutch events should contact steven.price@pccl.be.

S.P.

	About Our Sponsor

	


Koyo Seiko is the third largest bearing manufacturer in the world and the largest supplier of bearings to the automotive industry. It numbers amongst its customers many household names such as Massey Ferguson, Hoover and Bosch as well as the original equipment manufacturers of the automobile industry. Founded in 1921 in Osaka Japan, Koyo has 11000 employees world-wide and in 1996 its world-wide sales were  £1630 Million of which £293 Million were exports. It has 16 manufacturing plants and 55 sales offices in 18 countries.

Koyo’s operations in Europe are controlled and co-ordinated by its European Central Office located at Almere in The Netherlands. Its first line technical support is provided by engineers at its European sales offices. These are backed up by the facilities at its European Technical Centre (ETEC), also at Almere. ETEC provides the support needed to meet the technological demands and regulations of the European market, particularly those of the major European manufacturers, and can call on the extensive research and testing facilities at Osaka Japan and Plymouth U.S.A.

In the United Kingdom, Koyo Seiko has a 31,000 square metre manufacturing facility at Barnsley and a distribution centre at Milton Keynes.

Besides its operations in The Netherlands and United Kingdom, it has offices in France, Germany, Italy, Spain and Sweden. Further information may be found at www.koyoseiko.com.

Historical Note:

Our newsletter has been printed and distributed under Koyo Seiko’s sponsorship since 1998, the year after the IMechE Benelux Branch was founded. The first editor, David Proud, was an IMechE member and employee of Koyo. After David’s return to England, the Branch arranged for the printing and distribution of the newsletter to be done by a contractor but Koyo has continued its sponsorship by reimbursing the cost of printing envelopes and stamps. The Branch greatly values its continuing support.

J.T.

	 

	HQ Information and Library Service: Test of Engineering Village 2

	


The Information and Library Service in Birdcage Walk has negotiated a trial of the Engineering Village 2 and Compendex service, which can be found in the Members Area of www.imeche.org.uk. This searches the Compendex database, which covers over six million abstracts to worldwide journals, reports and conferences dating from 1970 onwards. The service will be available until 16th August 2002. 

Please send your comments on the usefulness of this service to ev2trial@imeche.org.uk
�
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