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From your Branch Chairman
The summer now only seems a distant memory, but the Branch was able to able to organise a number of interesting events over this period. As you will see a programme is being developed for the months ahead and I really do urge all to try and attend these events. The most frequent comment I hear from members who did not go when they hear about them is “I wish I had come”. So book early to avoid disappointment! The events are varied and in the case of my visit to the Marshall Museum, my wife still talks about it and a return visit has been insisted upon!

Steve Price has been very successfully organising a monthly “Beer and Banter” evening in Brussels. This is a very informal get together, and everyone is welcome, including of course partners and those from other Institutions living and/or working in Brussels. It is a good opportunity for perhaps those new to Brussels to get to meet some “old hands” who can advise on living in Belgium.

Regarding others in Belgium I am delighted to advise we have started to work with the Belgium Branch of the Royal Society of Chemistry. We are hoping that we will be able to organise some joint events with them, and they have already made their presence felt at the “Beer and Banter” evening. 

As you will see in the newsletter, Ken Elvery, our immediate past Chairman has not only has been elected to the Trustee Board but will also take on the role of Lead Member for International Affairs and additionally will serve as IMechE’s representative on The Engineering Council (UK) – International Advisory Panel. These are important positions and we can be assured that our interests will be in safe hands.

Sadly, a year after Ken Elvery referred to September 11th in our October 2001 newsletter, another outrage has shocked the world. Many of us know that delightful part of the world and can only wonder at where it will lead.

A.W.

	


	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event   
	Location

	31st October / 1st November 
	8th European Congress on Fluid Machinery 
	The Hague

	7th November 2002
	Beer & Banter evening

(see page 4 for details)
	Brussels

	9th December 2002
	Lecture – “Making the best use of the web”
	Brussels

	10th February 2003
	Lecture – “How engineering standards can become political weapons”
	Brussels

	February 2003
	Lecture – “The Jaguar Story”
	The Hague


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Peter Tromans,  Tel/Fax: (+31) (0)70 385 2361,  E-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com 

Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	Reports on Recent Branch Events


	


Visit to Gen. George C. Marshall Museum

A mixed group of I.Mech.E and KIvI members assembled on Saturday, September for a visit to the Marshall Museum at Zwijndrecht. This absolutely fascinating museum is the work of Jaap de Groot, who in the years since his retirement has worked to acquire and restore mainly American military vehicles from the Allied Invasion of Europe.  The museum is in recognition of George Marshall and the Marshall Plan and the help it gave in rebuilding the Netherlands after the war. Incidentally, George Marshall is the only professional soldier to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

The vehicles have been restored in the museum’s workshops to a condition that can only be described as exemplarily. Mr de Groot’s attention to detail is quiet frightening!! Looking at the restored workshop, even the details of the gas cylinders were perfect. An added bonus was that Mr. de Groot was on hand to discuss his projects with our party. It really had, it seems, taken over his life. He was always concerned about attention to detail, as he knew that failure to be accurate would be picked up by one of his visitors. 

I would highly recommend this museum to all; it goes beyond being a collection of military vehicles to a recognition of an important event in European History, and also how far we have moved forward.
  A.W. 

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Flights of Fancy in Luxembourg

No event would be an event without a little hitch… Cargolux has of course TWO Cargo Centres and the instructions from Luxair didn't specify which! Fortunately the OTHER ONE (correct one) was only the other end of the runway, and large enough not to miss! In fact, at 280,000 square metres it is extremely impressive in size. With over a half a million Tonnes of freight passing through the terminal per year and three complete changes of contents per day, the throughput at the 'Centre of Europe' is equally impressive. The Cargo Centre is actually owned and run by Luxair, the national carrier of Luxembourg, but 70% of the business comes from Cargolux. The changeover of trucks and aircraft (mostly 747-400) is equally impressive, with automatic stacking and on-board loading. 120 Tonnes of freight is loaded onto one aircraft every two hours, unless of course there is a need for urgency. Then the aircraft can be loaded in just 35mins!

The customs controls, security, specialised handling facilities for everything from giraffes to… well look out for the cost of flying corpses in pure zinc coffins! NOTHING is unusual!

The midday pause was handled superbly by the Hostellerie de Niederanven, 

it was tough to keep to schedule…

The final visit of the day was to SES, the Astra satellite operator, amongst others since SES in fact is currently the largest operator of satellites world-wide. The command centres to keep the co-located satellites in their 150km 'cube' on the geo-stationery orbit, fed with digital and analogue signals, and quality control of the transponder signals were explained. This was followed by a tour of the antennae, and power supply systems, both co-generation plants, diesel sets, and the wave-guide transmission and receiving equipment. The entire day passing without further hitch in full sunshine.

T.S.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture  - Diamond Drill Bits
Due to the small number of registrants for this talk it was reluctantly decided to cancel the event planned for 8th October.  Those who are interested in this subject and would like more information should contact Nick Tetley at NTetley@smith.com .

K.E.

For the latest Branch News visit our website at

www.imechebenelux.org
.

	Details of Forthcoming Events:

	


8th European Congress on Fluid Machinery

Fluid machinery is essential for the movement of oil and gas in the extraction and hydrocarbon processing industries. Improvements and innovations in fluid machinery result in improved reliability, and increased efficiency, as well as totally new approaches to business itself. This 8th International Congress, which is being organised by IMechE HQ, aims to showcase the latest in technology and to act as a forum for sharing valuable experience.

The congress will be held in The Bilderberg Europa hotel, The Hague on 31st October and 1st November. 

Members wishing to attend who have not yet registered should contact Tina Churcher at I.Mech.E. tel: +44 20 7973 1258; fax: +44 20 7222 9881; e-mail: t_churcher@imeche.org.uk
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture: “Making the best use of the web”

Nigel Southwood, the IMechE Director of Information Services will give a lecture entitled ‘Making the best use of the web’ on Monday 9th December at 19.00.  This talk should be of general interest and will discuss web-based research methods and outline a proven approach to web-site strategy and web-marketing, and will by way of illustration, highlight how Members can get more from their membership by making better use of the IMechE’s web-site. 

Wine & Cheese will be available before the lecture from 18.30, and also after the lecture.   
Date/Time:
Monday 9th December starting at 18:30  

Location:
The lecture will be held in Brussels at a venue still to be arranged. Members are requested to check the Branch website for final details: www.imechebenelux.org.
Registration:
via steven.price@pccl.be 

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture:  “How engineering standards can become political weapons”

Dr Adnan Amkhan, Head of Legal Affairs at the Energy Charter Secretariat in Brussels www.encharter.org will be giving a lecture entitled ‘How engineering standards can become political weapons’. The talk will outline the mission of the Energy Charter Secretariat, and the challenges it faces; will discuss how the making of international law can be influenced by both engineering standards and politics; and will offer anecdotes illustrating both.  Dr Amkhan will then be pleased to take part in an informal discussion on any of the points raised with the intent of demonstrating that engineering and engineers should be aware of the wider influence of their decisions on the global stage.

The lecture will take place on Monday 10th February at 19.00.  Refreshments will be available from 18.30, and afterwards. 

Date/Time:
Monday 10th February 2003.         

Time: 18.30 for 19.00 

Location: 
The lecture will be held in Brussels at a venue still to be arranged. Final details will be published in the January Newsletter and posted on the branch web-site: www.imechebenelux.org. 

Registration:
via steven.price@pccl.be
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture:  “The Jaguar Story”
We are planning an evening talk by Dr. Nick Barter, until recently Product Development Manager at Jaguar. He has already presented this to several IMechE Regions in UK. Details are not yet finalized but we hope that it will take place in February 2003. When arrangements are completed they will be posted on the Benelux Branch Website. So, make sure you check the website regularly if you wish to attend – it should be a most interesting event. Details will also be published in the January 2003 Newsletter.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

	Consultants Group

	


The IMechE Management and Consultant Groups are delighted to announce their Consultants Directory is now online! The Group's aim is to raise the awareness, and profile, of practising consultants within the Institution, and to provide Members of the Institution, and other organisations with a first class search facility of valued high quality consultant Chartered engineers. The Consultants Directory can be found at the following web address: 

http://www.imeche.org.uk/imember/consult/ 
The Belgium Mannekin Pis monthly ‘Beer & Banter’ evenings continue to provide opportunity not just for consultants, but for all members, their spouses, and professionals from other Institutions and disciplines to network, share hints and tips about living and working in Belgium, and provide other useful peer group support. One notable success was putting the father of a ten year old soccer mad daughter in touch with an organiser of a 5 – 13’s soccer league! These events are not just about being an engineer and talking about engineering, but about satisfying the social and affiliative objectives of the Institution. Whether you’re a recent ex-pat wanting to meet experienced ex-pats, or an experienced ex-pat looking for a beer and the opportunity to get out of the house and talk to someone who’ll listen, feel free to come along. Starting in December the  ‘Beer & Banter’ evenings will be moving to the first Wednesday of every month and will normally be held from 19.00 in the upstairs room of the Taverne Mannekin Pis, opposite the statue, Brussels. For more details see the web-site or contact steven.price@pccl.be.
The November ‘Beer & Banter’ will be going ‘on the road’.  To prove engineers can organise a piss-up in a brewery, we will be meeting on Thursday 7th November at 19.00 in the tavern of Brewery Belle-Vue, Henegouwnkaai 43, 1080 Sint-Jans-Molenbeek (nearest metro Comte de Flandre/Graaf van Vlaanderen).  The ‘discovery’ trip around the brewery will take around an hour with a ‘tasting’ afterwards. The tour will cost €5 each, payable on the day. Numbers are not limited, but in order to forewarn the brewery please confirm your attendance to steven.price@pccl.be.

By the time you read this, the long awaited NL “Beer & Banter” combined with a carting evening should have taken place at Blekemolon’s Race Planet in Delft. Thanks go to Scott Collins for organising this event.

S.P.

	

	IMechE and International Affairs

	


Following the 2002 elections for the IMechE Trustee Board and Council, it was announced in ‘Professional Engineering’ that Ken Elvery, immediate past Chairman of the Branch, has been elected to the Trustee Board. He will represent members overseas. “I would like to thank those members of the Benelux Branch and other corporate members who supported me”, says Ken, “and am looking forward to participating in the work of the new Trustee Board”. 

Ken has also been invited to take on the role of Lead Member for International Affairs and has recently been accepted to serve as IMechE’s representative on The Engineering Council (UK) – International Advisory Panel.

Branch members who wish to raise matters relating to international affairs and IMechE are invited to contact Ken via Tel: (+31) (0)78 6390385 or E-mail: ken@elvery.demon.nl 

	

	Newsletter Distribution

	


Members who receive this Newsletter by post and who would like to receive it via e-mail, and at the same time assist the Branch in reducing its printing and postage costs, are requested to advise Malcolm Henderson of their e-mail address. Malcolm can be contacted at M.Henderson@Dutchspace.nl. Members are also reminded to advise Malcolm of any change of their postal and/or e-mail address, so that he can update the Branch Membership database.

We apologise to those Members who may have experienced some delay in receiving the last Newsletter. This was due to a problem with the initial postal distribution caused by the incorrect printing of address labels.

�








This newsletter is sponsored by Bearing and Steering expert Koyo Seiko Co. Ltd.
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