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From your Branch Chairman
On behalf of the Benelux Branch Committee, I would like to extend to all members and their families my best wishes for the New Year.

By now most of us will have recovered from the break and no doubt be wondering where the past twelve months has gone. It has certainly been a time of change. A year ago we were facing the implementation of the Euro and wondering how this would affect us. I would think most of us would say not much. It is certainly easier not to have to worry about changing money in the Euro Zone .We will have to wait to see how the UK debate develops.

Many of you will have heard of the proposed introduction of the title “Chartered Technologist” by the Engineering and Technology Board. A visit to the website of ETB and a look in the letters page of Professional Engineer shows that it has aroused considerable debate. The Benelux Branch Committee has sent its views on the issue to the ETB objecting to the proposed title for a number of reasons. The Committee’s communication can be found on the ETB website.

Our Annual General Meeting is due to be held on March 29th in The Hague preceded by a lecture on the development and history of Jaguar Cars by Dr Nick Barter. I urge all of you to attend both events; not only will you enjoy an interesting lecture, but you will also have the opportunity to have your say on how the Branch is run and, of course, meet fellow Engineers from Benelux.

One important point is that we are looking for assistance for the branch within the Netherlands. The first is for events organisation within the Netherlands to assist Peter Tromans and secondly for a young member, ideally under 30, to take on the role of Young Member events co-ordinator. If anyone feels that they wish to take on either role, please contact myself or any committee member.

Finally, it is a great pleasure to advise you that John Thompson, our Branch Treasurer, has been awarded the President’s award for Meritorious Service. Normally, only two awards are made each year, and John richly deserves this. As Branch Treasurer since the formation of the Branch, he has contributed significantly to its success.

A.W.

	Benelux Branch AGM


	


This year’s Benelux Branch AGM will be held on Saturday 29th March 2003, at the KIVI headquarters, Prinsessegracht 23 in The Hague. 

The provisional programme is as follows:

10:30 Coffee

11:00 Lecture: “The Jaguar Story” by Dr. Nick Barter, former Director – Product Development, Jaguar Cars, Coventry, followed by discussion

12:30 Buffet Lunch

13:30 AGM

Members of KIVI, NIRIA and the Jaguar Daimler Club Holland will be invited to attend the lecture. 

The AGM is an excellent opportunity to network and discuss issues affecting the Profession.  Non-members may attend, but will not be able to vote at the AGM. 

Final details will be mailed separately in early February and will be posted on the Branch web-site.

D.H.
	Reports on Recent Branch Events


	


Lecture: Making the best use of the web

The 9th December lecture by Nigel Southwood, the Institution’s Director of Information Services, on ‘making the best use of the web’ was a fitting end to the events programme for 2002. The lecture took us through a potted history of the web, some amazing statistics illustrating its growth and increasing influence on our everyday lives, and also provided some hints and tips for developing a winning web-site. The talk then moved on to describe the information services provided by the Institution, including a brief discussion on the successful Engineering Village trial and its successor which will be available early this year.  Informative screen shots were displayed which showed many of the latest developments on the Institution’s web-site including links to other affiliated services such as careers on-line, Professional Engineer on-line and the on-line Consultants Directory – the first port of call for any Member needing to find the best of the expertise available for hire within the Institution membership. Discussion of future IT strategy within the Institution and the part we can play in the Regions / Branches was touched on, but was curtailed due to the huge number of interesting questions generated in the earlier sections. A less relaxed Chairman might have moved things on a bit faster, but then the wine was perfectly acceptable and the company convivial... and it was far too close to Christmas to get upset about an agenda. A good evening was had by all.

  S.P. 

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

International Club of Engineers and Industrialists

The last event of the year was presented by the MIT Club of Belgium on December 13th, when Larry Young the US Shuttle astronaut gave a very interesting talk in which he described the work to be done at the newly formed National Space Biomedical Research Institute, of which he is the Founder President, in preparation for going to Mars.

The main hold up at present is lack of commitment on funding. On being questioned about the cost/benefits of the Moon programmes he stressed the technical fall out in the way of miniturisation and precision engineering (zero defect) which has certainly helped to put the US defence systems ahead of any competitor. Mars calls for a much higher degree of knowledge in the biomedical field hence the new Institute (NSBRI).  The talk was followed by a lively drinks and dinner discussions. The meeting was held in English and 22 members attended the dinner made up of 3 tables for easy discussion.

The next luncheon /discussion group will be held on Friday, the 31st January.

W.A.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Beer & Banter Evenings
 “The November ‘Beer & Banter’ will be going ‘on the road’.  To prove engineers can organise a piss-up in a brewery, we will be meeting on Thursday 7th November at 19.00 in the tavern of Brewery Belle-Vue” – sadly we proved we couldn’t! Whether this is a reflection of the increasingly healthy lifestyle of the modern engineer, or free beer is no longer the draw it once was, we can only speculate. Apologies to the die-hards who did register and a promise that we’ll be rescheduling the trip for Q2 when the nights are lighter. Details will be on the web-site, as usual new faces will be welcome.

The December Mannekin Pis Beer & Banter was well attended, despite its proximity to St Nicholas, again though more non-members than members. These evenings will resume on the first Wednesday in February, and all are welcome.  

The Netherlands Beer & Banter / Karting event organised by Scott Collins went down well with all who attended. Following Scott’s enforced repatriation on emotional grounds (he’s getting married!), volunteers are sought from those who want to pick up the gauntlet and bring an opportunity for an informal gathering to Netherlands residents.  The successful applicant will be available once per month to sit from 18.30 till 22.00 ish, in a hostelry of their choice, conveniently located in the Netherlands, under an A4 poster with an IMechE logo, having sent around one email broadcast one week beforehand advising other Member’s he (or she) will be there. Conversational skills not essential – a starter pack of favourite topics will be provided on request. Capacity for fizzy Dutch beer an advantage. If you’re interested, please email steven.price@pccl.be …. or just get out more!
S.P.

	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event   
	Location

	5th February 2003
	Beer & Banter Evening
	Brussels

	26th February 2003
	Lecture – “How engineering standards can become political weapons”
	Brussels

	29th March 2003
	Branch AGM and Lecture – “The Jaguar Story”
	The Hague

	May 2003
	Branch Annual Dinner
	Antwerp


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Peter Tromans,  Tel/Fax: (+31) (0)70 385 2361,  E-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com 

Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	Details of Forthcoming Events:

	


Lecture:  “How engineering standards can become political weapons”

In this rearranged lecture, Dr Adnan Amkhan, Head of Legal Affairs at the Energy Charter Secretariat in Brussels www.encharter.org will outline the mission of the Energy Charter Secretariat, and the challenges it faces; will discuss how the making of international law can be influenced by both engineering standards and politics; and will offer anecdotes illustrating both.  Dr Amkhan will then be pleased to take part in an informal discussion on any of the points raised with the intent of demonstrating that engineering and engineers should be aware of the wider influence of their decisions on the global stage.

The evening will start with a cheese and wine reception. 

Date/Time:
Wednesday 26th February 2003.         

Time: 18.30 for 19.00 

Location: 
Still to be finalized but expected to be at the International Engineer’s Club, Rue Ravenstein, Brussels. Please check the branch web-site: www.imechebenelux.org. 

Registration:
via steven.price@pccl.be
Benelux Branch Annual General Meeting

See Page 1 for details.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Benelux Branch Annual Dinner

The Annual Dinner this year will be held in Antwerp on a Saturday in May. Your committee plans to combine it with an afternoon event that will appeal to members and their partners.

In recent years, Antwerp has been gaining a reputation for itself as a leader in fashion design. The event will be centred on this theme. We hope that many of you will be able to attend. Full details will be given in the April Newsletter.  
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

KIVI Events

For those of our members who can communicate in Dutch, a reminder that events organised by the Mechanical Engineering Section of KIVI are open to members of IMechE. For details of the event programme follow the link on the Branch website www.imechebenelux.org.

	

	Benlist

	


If you would like to be kept informed of all the latest Branch news and up-to-date details of Branch events, it is now possible to receive these via email. To subscribe to this service, simply send an email to:

imechebenelux-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

A.H.

	Consultant’s Group

	


Are you involved in partnerships and alliances? Is this how you counter the high cost, high stress relationships of traditional adversarial contracting strategies?

The key to the success of partnerships is their ability to translate the intent of a contract into changes in the behaviour of project teams. Many people who have embarked on partnerships, however, would admit there is still room for improvement on this front. So, how can you make your partnerships work for you? 

The IMechE’s Consultants Group are organising a ‘Projects, Partnerships and Procurement’ seminar to be held at 1 Birdcage Walk on 4th March 2003.

The seminar will feature keynote presentations by Tim Carter, Project Manager of the multi-award winning Eden Project, and Brian Devenish, Supply Chain Director, Metronet UK, and will focus on maximising the results of partnerships and alliances. Delegates will learn how to align the goals of contracting parties and develop successful relationships for mutual gain.

For more information, please contact Madeline Willis on +44 (0)20 7973 1260, or by email on m_willis@imeche.org.uk. Alternatively, the programme is available to download from the IMechE website at: 

www.imeche.org.uk/conferencesandevents.
S.P.

	

	Young Members Section

	


Sadly, we have had two active young members returning to the UK in 2002. This is why we are looking for a new Young Member Co-ordinator for the Benelux Branch. This function involves organizing events relevant to younger members in the Benelux and representing their interests on the Benelux Branch Committee. Further, it involves representing the Benelux young members at the global IMechE level, with an opportunity to travel to IMechE HQ in London about 4 times per year, to meet with the YM representatives of the UK regions. If you are interested, or would just like to receive further information, please contact Bernd Fluegel at BFluegel@HansenTransmissions.com
B.F.

	

	Essential Management Skills Conference

	


The 20th Essential Management Skills for Young Engineers conference will take place between 19‑22 March 2003 at Warwick University. This well established conference is aimed at equipping and motivating young engineers with the leadership and management skills they require to succeed. A combination of lectures, skills workshops, team exercises, technical visits, and social functions give delegates the chance to build upon current management knowledge, learn new immediately transferable skills and develop their leadership potential.
The reputation of this conference has grown significantly due to the quality and the sheer energy that it generates. In recent years the conference has attracted eminent industry professionals including Trevor Baylis, Johnny Ball, Nigel McKnight of Quicksilver (WSR), David Gilchrist, Managing Director of British Energy, Claire Curtis-Thomas MP and Richard Noble. This unique conference is designed by young engineers and is open to all Engineers and Technical Professionals.
For more information visit www.ems-conf.co.uk or contact Natalie Clark +44 (0)20 7304 6828 or  email: ems-conf@imeche.org.uk.

For the latest Branch News visit our website at

www.imechebenelux.org 

�








This newsletter is sponsored by Bearing and Steering expert Koyo Seiko Co. Ltd.
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