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From your Branch Chairman
The Branch Annual General Meeting was held on March 29th, and as in previous years we combined it with a lecture. This year on an automotive theme - the Jaguar story and the development of new models. A detailed report appears in the newsletter, but I have to say it was a fascinating lecture and I was particularly pleased to see how well it was attended including not only members of the Branch, but also members of KIVI, the Jaguar Owners Club of the Netherlands as well as guests from other UK Institutions. These lectures frequently give an opportunity to see how other organisations address issues that we all face in our business lives.

It was very pleasing to see many of the existing committee elected to continue in office for the forthcoming year. I would however like to say a very big thank you to Bernd Fluegel, who has stepped down from the Committee. Bernd has been a staunch supporter of the Branch as well as looking after Young Members affairs. I am very pleased to welcome two new members to the Committee, Elizabeth O’Malley and Greg Bouzakis. Both will be involved in Young Members activities. 

The Annual Dinner is being held on May 10th in Antwerp, and I hope that as many of you as possible will be able to attend this event. In addition, this year we are delighted that our Director General, Sir Michael Moore will be our guest. This promises to be a most enjoyable evening.

A number of events are being planned over the summer, including a visit to the Dutch Military Aviation Museum in June. Details of events can be found on the Branch website and I recommend that you consult both the Branch website and the Institution’s website on a regular basis to see what is happening.

A.W.

	

	Benelux Branch Annual Dinner

	


We are delighted to announce that Sir Michael Moore, Director-General of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, and his wife Lady Penelope Moore are to be our guests of honour at the Annual Dinner to be held at the Hotel Carlton in Antwerp on 10th May, starting at 19:00. We have also invited leaders of some national engineering institutions in the Benelux to be our guests.

You will by now have received the announcement with the details. We hope that you and your partner will be able to join us for this special occasion.

Applications for tickets at €38 per person, inclusive of apéritif, wines and coffee, to:

John Thompson, 

IMechE Benelux Branch Treasurer, 

Avenue du Champ de Mai, 

12 Boite 49, 

B-1410 Waterloo, 

Belgium.

Tel:  (+32) 2 354 80 42

E-mail: John.Thompson@village.uunet.be
J.T.
	Report of the Benelux Branch Annual General Meeting


	


The 6th Annual General Meeting of the IMechE Benelux Branch was held on 29th March 2003 at the KIVI Headquarters in The Hague. A good attendance of thirty members was present to hear the year 2002 Branch Annual Report, the Treasurer’s report and to elect the Benelux Branch Committee for 2003.

The AGM was preceded by a lecture from Dr. Nick Barter, formerly Director Product Development at Jaguar Cars, on the “The Jaguar Story and the development of new models”, (see report on page 3 ).

As well as members of the Branch, we were joined by members of the Jaguar Owners Club of the Netherlands, KIVI members and representatives of other UK Institutions.

The Branch activities for the past year were outlined by Andy Webb, Chairman of the Branch. In spite of the relatively small size of the Branch, it has managed to maintain a high level of activity including visits and lectures over the past year. Importantly, a number of young member’s events were held. The Branch recognises the transient nature of many members and in particular young members and we do aim to provide a support structure for them.

Four newsletters were produced during the year, which is seen by many as an important means of communication, even if not all members are active within the Branch. As well this newsletter is distributed to a wide audience outside of the Benelux and there is positive feedback to this.

The website continues to increase in popularity, and members are urged to make use of this, and email as the main method of communicating with the Branch.

Communications take many forms and the Beer and Banter sessions held in Brussels continue to attract both members and non-members. Plans are now in place to start an equivalent meeting in the Netherlands in May (further details can be found on page 4).

John Thompson, Benelux Branch Hon. Treasurer, reported on Branch finances for 2002 and was able to advise that the Branch maintained a small positive balance. Close financial management has ensured, that in spite of a reduction in funding from Headquarters, due in part to the strength of the Euro, the branch finances remain healthy.

The AGM unanimously elected the Branch Committee for 2003 as follows:

Branch Chairman, Andy Webb; Vice Chairman, Theo Speaight; Honorary Secretary, Denis Hicks; Treasurer, John Thompson; Ken Elvery; Bill Adam; Greg Bouzakis; Alan Hankinson; Malcolm Henderson; Elizabeth O’Malley; Steve Price; Paul Revell and Peter Tromans. 

A special note of thanks was given to Bernd Fluegel, who is standing down from the Committee. Bernd has supported the Branch through the young members’ activities.

The Branch is extremely well represented at Headquarters, by Ken Elvery, who is a member of the Trustee Board, Lead Member for International Affairs and a member of the International advisory panel of the Engineering Council. In addition, Alan Hankinson is a member of the IT Policy Committee and Steve Price a member of the Consultants Group. Both Ken and Steve gave an overview of their activities.

For a branch of little over 300 members, this is a remarkable achievement.

Copies of the 2003 Benelux Branch Annual Report are available on the Benelux Branch website.

A.W.

	

	Benlist

	


If you would like to be kept informed of all the latest Branch news and up-to-date details of Branch events, it is now possible to receive these via email. To subscribe to this service, simply send an email to:

imechebenelux-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

	Reports on Recent Branch Events


	


Lecture: “The Jaguar Story”

As an enticement to attend the AGM of the Benelux Branch, Dr Nick Barter’s talk on the history of the Jaguar company and its products was just the ticket. As former Director of Product Development his views on the internal trials, tribulations, upheavals, and successes on the life of the company were not only very interesting, but also delivered in an extremely entertaining fashion. Question time was equally well supported from more than 40 attendees. 

Dr Barter traced the history of the company and its key models, with anecdotal sidelines, concentrating however, on the later turbulent history as first the company’s founder retires, the company is tossed from one owner to another, and finally recovers to achieve remarkable growth.

The key ideas were put across of defining the core values of the marque, so necessary to maintain the brand image for both customers and company alike, and of ensuring that ones public image is not out of tune with the product reality. The company’s members are the current ‘custodians of the marque’ which must be treated carefully if the image developed over decades is not to be ruined.

Product development with the support of Ford Motor Co has changed from prototype build, and considerable testing, to a process of analysing in great detail until the product is clearly defined before any metal is cut, reducing testing to an absolute minimum.

Looks ARE the first reason for buying a Jaguar and the slide illustrations of course were mouth-watering to any engineer. It is with regret that we report the only handouts were paper ones!

T.S.
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Careers Evening  –  British School, The Netherlands

Once again the Benelux Branch was able to accept the invitation of the British School at Voorschoten, near The Hague, to participate and represent the IMechE in its annual Careers Evening held in late February. Past Branch Chairman Ken Elvery supported by Young Member Hannah Rattay were able to show the latest IMechE schools publicity material and respond to questions from pupils, who showed an interest in studying for mechanical engineering as a career, and their parents.

	


	Safety Alert - Superheated Liquids 


	


Recently, a young man decided to have a cup of coffee. He took a cup of water and put it in the microwave oven to bring it to the boil (something he had done numerous times before). When the timer shut off the oven, he removed the cup from the oven and saw the water was not boiling. Suddenly, the water "blew up" into his face. He had 1st and 2nd degree burns to his face, which was badly blistered. 
The reason this accident occurred is that the water was superheated. When water is heated in a microwave oven, it does not always boil when it reaches the boiling point, particularly if the container has a smooth surface like a cup; there are no surface imperfections where steam bubble formation can start, so the microwave energy superheats the water. When the cup is moved or a spoon put into it, violent boiling can suddenly start and blow all the water out of the cup. If water is heated in this manner, something should be placed in the cup to promote bubble formation such as a wooden stir stick, tea bag, etc. It is however a much safer choice to boil the water in a kettle.

A.W.

For the latest Branch News visit our website at

www.imechebenelux.org

	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event   
	Location

	7th May 2003
	Beer & Banter Evening
	Brussels

	10th May 2003
	Branch Annual Dinner
	Antwerp

	20th May 2003
	Beer & Banter Evening
	Rotterdam

	22nd June 2003
	Visit to Dutch Military Aircraft Museum
	Soesterberg, Netherlands


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Peter Tromans,  Tel/Fax: (+31) (0)70 385 2361,  E-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com 

Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	

	Details of Forthcoming Events:

	


Benelux Branch Annual Dinner

See details on Page 1

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Beer & Banter Evenings
Following the success of the Belgium B & B evenings, we are please to announce that arrangements have now been finalised for the first informal Netherlands B & B social / networking evening. This will take place in the bar of the Restaurant Engels, Stationsplein 45, Rotterdam, from 18.30 on Tuesday 20th May. 

Restaurant Engels is conveniently located adjacent to the main south side entrance of Rotterdam Central Station, at the far end of the large office building – Groothandelsgebouw. For those travelling by car there is a public underground car park under the building. The entrance is around the back of the building.

Those present will agree frequency, timing and location of future events, details of which will be posted on the Branch web-site For further details contact Alan Hankinson, tel: +31 (0)15 2681747 or email: A.Hank@net.hcc.nl
The Belgium B & B evenings continue to take place on the first Wednesday of each month at the Taverne Mannekin Pis in Brussels starting at 19:00, the next one being on Wednesday 7th May.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Visit to the Dutch Military Aircraft Museum

The Dutch Military Aircraft Museum has an excellent collection of aircraft that have seen service in the Netherlands and around the world. The display extends from the early days of military aviation to the present. Fighter aeroplanes are indoors but larger ones are outside. There are of course the products of Fokker, the beautiful and most successful of all fighters - the Spitfire, as well as the Starfighter, and the technically advanced F16. At the moment, there are special expositions of missiles and of aviation art and painting. There are also displays to interest the young. Further information can be found at website: www.militaireluchtvaartmuseum.nl 

The museum is open from12.00 to 16.30 on the day of our visit. We meet in the cafe of the museum. The plan is to leave the cafe and start the tour of the museum at 13.30. The tour will be informal and unguided and should suit family groups or individuals. Entrance is free.

Date: Sunday, 22 June 2003. Time: 1.30 pm
Register with Peter Tromans via e-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com

Location: Militaire Luchtvaart Museum, 

Kamp van Zeist 2-4, Soesterberg.

Directions: South of Soesterberg, take Exit 4 (Soest, Soesterberg) on the A28 from Amersfoort to Utrecht, then follow ANWB signs.

�








This newsletter is sponsored by Bearing and Steering expert Koyo Seiko Co. Ltd.
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