[image: image1.png][MECH F



Institution of Mechanical Engineers 

Benelux Branch Newsletter 

	July 2003
	www.imeche.org.uk
	www.imechebenelux.org

	Branch Chairman: Andy Webb 

e-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
	Hon. Secretary: Denis Hicks

e-mail: info@imechebenelux.org
	Editor: Paul Revell

e-mail: paul.revell@shell.com


From your Branch Chairman
Just as the last newsletter was published, the news broke about “NewInst”, or to give it a fuller description, the proposed formation of a New Engineering Institution encompassing the Institutions of Electrical Engineers and Incorporated Engineers as well as the Mechanicals.  The initial approach was made by the “Electricals”, but there has been subsequent interest from other major institutions.

The proposal was discussed at the Council Meeting on 28th May and agreement was given for the proposal to be explored further. Professional Engineering has been giving updates and will, I am certain, continue to do so, as will the I.Mech.E website (see below). 

There was little time between the announcement and the Council Meeting, but I asked for the views of the Committee to take to the Council meeting and there was 100% support for the move.

Many of you will remember the moves that were made, I believe in the 1970s, for a merger between the “Electricals” and the “Mechanicals”. I am told this latest proposal is different in that this is a “New Institution”, rather than a merger. At the Council meeting there was total support for the proposal, and in fact many wanted to see it go much further and sweep up as many Institutions as possible into “New Inst”.

What will it mean to us? For many of us, working in Continental Europe, our colleagues are already in organisations which do not differentiate between electrical, mechanical, civil and chemical engineers. These days do we not have to take a multi-disciplinary approach to our working life? Coming together can only make us stronger; we clearly would have a collective voice that would be heard. All I ask is that you do follow the discussions through Professional Engineer and the I.Mech.E website and exercise your right to vote.

Finally, we have a new President, Chris Taylor. I first came across Professor Taylor at Leeds University when I was an undergraduate and he was a lecturer. Along with his colleagues they created a somewhat unique Mechanical Engineering course with a strong history of technology element.  It was a pleasure to thank him and a few of his Leeds colleagues for introducing me to this fascinating subject that I still follow closely.  We wish him well in his Presidential year. 

A.W.

	

	Proposed Amalgamation to form a “New Institution”

	


In case you may not already have found it, the IMechE website now has a page on the above-mentioned subject: www.imeche.org.uk/media - new institution talks - click on left-hand list.

There you will find the latest available information, and there is a possibility for individual members to send their reactions to the proposal to IMechE.

	Report of the Benelux Branch Annual Dinner


	


We took a chance in holding this year’s Annual Dinner in Antwerp. Antwerp has many attractions, but for most members it’s a long way to go for a dinner. We told the Hotel Carlton to expect about twenty-five people. In the event, the number turned out to be forty. 

The Carlton was delighted with the extra numbers and put on a splendid dinner accompanied by a couple of excellent Italian wines. At the end of the evening, the waiters surprised us with gifts of roses to the ladies and miniature liqueurs to the men.

Sir Michael and Lady Penelope Moore attended as Guests of Honour. Among the other guests were Mr Antoine Lombart, President of the SRBII, and Mr Philippe Wauters, Secretary-General of FEANI, and their partners.

The evening began well with an apéritif in the bar which put everyone in the party spirit. The cuisine was typically French, but the starter was asparagus à-la-flamande to remind everyone they were in Antwerp. 

After dinner, with all glasses topped-up and everyone replete, Andy Webb proposed the toast to the Institution of Mechanical Engineers. Sir Michael Moore responded with twenty minutes of mainly light entertainment culminating in the toast to the Benelux Branch. In a more serious vein he spoke about the proposed new institution, clarifying the approaches that had been made and the status of the deliberations. 

Altogether, the evening was a great success.

J.T.

	

	Industrial Leadership

	


The CIII, of which the IMechE Benelux Branch is a founder member, is supporting an ambitious project to establish, in Brussels, a Business School for the training of future leaders of Europe’s technology sector and manufacturing industry. The Project’s hypothesis is that these leaders will be more effective if drawn from a talent pool with a strong appreciation for technology and manufacturing processes, and the strong analytical thinking skills which are characteristic of those with engineering first degrees. The Project has received support from the Brussels-Capital Region government, from professional engineering and management institutions and from existing business schools and other potential providers of course content. It has also started a Market Research exercise which has the objective of trying to find out from ‘the Market’ (Leading Industrialists and other bodies representative of the needs of Industry) which characteristics, skills and competencies have helped them to reach their positions of industry leadership, and what would they value in a graduate of the school.  With this information the project team will further develop partner discussions with commercial and academic content providers to design a ‘super-MBA’ programme tailored to the identified needs of industry, with a strong emphasis on the multi-cultural awareness and appreciation required to perform at senior levels in the many different cultural environments making up the home market of Europe.

Following on from the successful 2001 Forum ‘Training Engineers for the 21st Century’, the IMechE Benelux Branch has agreed to sponsor, together with the CIII, a major event in Brussels on 14th November. The Seminar, entitled ‘Industrial Leadership’, will present the findings of the Project’s market research exercise and encourage debate on these amongst delegates comprising some of Europe’s top industry shapers. This prestigious event is being organised by a multi-institutional steering committee on which the Branch’s interests are being represented by Bill Adam, John Thompson and Steve Price. This event already has high level speakers from Germany, Belgium and the UK, leading discussions on the major areas of focus for the leadership training programme including Corporate Governance, Leadership in a culturally diverse environment, Leadership and Sustainable Development, The CEO as Coach and Trainer of the Organisation, Entrepreneurship in the Organisation and the Philosophy of Leadership. If you fit the description of ‘Industrial Leader’ and feel that you could help with the market research exercise, or if you feel your views would be a particularly helpful contribution to the Seminar, please contact Bill, John or Steve.

S.P.

	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event   
	Location

	1st Wednesday of each Month
	Beer & Banter Evening
	Brussels

	13th September 2003
	Technical Visit to RDW Test Track
	Lelystad, Netherlands

	3rd Thursday of each Month (excluding August)
	Beer & Banter Evening
	Rotterdam

	11th October 2003
	Visit: “Digging for Gold?” 
	Luxembourg

	14th November 2003
	Seminar: “Industrial Leadership”

(see page 2)
	Brussels

	27th November 2003
	Lecture: “Shell’s support for Ferrari in Formula 1”
	tba


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Peter Tromans,  Tel/Fax: (+31) (0)70 385 2361,  E-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com 

Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	

	Details of Forthcoming Events:

	


Beer & Banter Evenings
The Belgium B & B evenings continue to take place on the first Wednesday of each month at the Taverne Mannekin Pis in Brussels starting at 19:00, the next one being on 7th August.

For further details contact Steven Price (email: steven.price@pccl.be
The Netherlands B & B social / networking evening will be back after a short summer break on the 3rd Thursday of each month starting in September. As before, the location is the bar of the Restaurant Engels, Stationsplein 45, Rotterdam, from 18:30 . 

Restaurant Engels is conveniently located adjacent to the main south side entrance of Rotterdam Central Station, at the far end of the large office building – Groothandelsgebouw. For those travelling by car there is a public underground car park under the building. The entrance is around the back of the building.

For further details contact Alan Hankinson, tel: +31 (0)15 2681747 or email: A.Hank@net.hcc.nl
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Visit to the RDW Test Track at Lelystad

RDW’s Test Centre at Lelystad (TCL) is an independent testing laboratory for vehicle technology. It is a centre for research & development, homologation testing, national and international certification of vehicles and their components. We are very fortunate to have the opportunity to visit.
The facilities include a large, banked oval track (a classic speed bowl), special high and low friction tracks, an aquaplaning basin, dynamic measuring planes and circles, and a noise measuring area. Test activities include braking performance, vehicle speed, handling and stability, and tyre performance. Our visit will consist of a presentation on the history of the track, a description of the main testing activities and facilities and a tour of the track and outdoor and indoor facilities. 

Entrance is free.
The TDW website is:-  www.rdw.nl 

Date:  Saturday, 13th September 2003. 

Time: 13:30 
Register with Peter Tromans via e-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com
Location: RDW Test Track, Tolingweg 76, Lelystad.

Directions: 15 km south-east of Lelystad, adjacent to Lelystad airport, west of the N302 Lelystad to Harderwijk road.
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Luxembourg All-day Event

This all-day “Digging for Gold?” event, which visits an underground aquaduct (and Roman villa), a measurement station for seismic activity and an impressive series of road tunnels currently under construction, will make you appreciate the life of a mole. The “gold” comes at lunchtime, above ground, though buried in the bowels of 1m thick walls. The underground aquaduct “Raschpëtzer”, the European Centre for Geodynamics and Seismology and the Route du Nord Tunnel Gousselerbierg will be visited. For further details see the Branch we-site: www.imechebenelux.org
Date: 
Saturday, 11th October 2003.

Time: 
09:45 for 10:00 start, and continues underground until 17:00, with a break for air at lunchtime.

Cost:
€25 per person for lunch

Register with Theo Speaight via e-mail Speaight@pt.lu.

Joining instructions will be sent to registrants shortly before the event.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture on Shell’s support for Ferrari in Formula 1
Shell’s partnership with Ferrari in Formula 1 has been a very successful one. Michael Copson of Shell Global Solutions in the UK will describe their activities in providing fuels, lubricants and technical support to Ferrari.
Michael Copson will cover the topic very much from a mechanical engineer’s perspective, describe some of the major events in the development of the project, some central personalities and their roles, and what Shell and Ferrari have got out of it all – apart from the world championships. The talk will be illustrated with slides and video.

Date: Thursday, 27th November 2003.

Time: 19:30 

Register with Peter Tromans via e-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com
Location: to be arranged

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Belgium National Land Rover Rally

Fancy a day out looking at British Engineering pulling power. Although not a Branch organised event, you might like to try the Belgium National Land Rover Rally due to be held over three days, 19/20/21 September. Experience suggests that the Sunday is the best day to be a spectator as the vehicles are wandering Belgium on the other two days. Dedicated owners of this vehicle type come from all over Europe to test their vehicles to the limits. It will be held about five km from Tournai, and details can eventually be found at the website: http://80.92.67.227/belgium-national/index.htm.  Bring your boots, warm and waterproof clothing and see how others spend their free time!

	

	Newsletter Distribution

	


As with most organizations, the IMechE and the Branch are under pressure to be more cost-efficient. With the current strength of the Euro against the Pound this has become an even higher priority for the Branch. Over the last few years, the Branch has successfully reduced the Newsletter distributions costs by half by promoting digital distribution. However we still have to print and mail a hardcopy of the Newsletter to just over 100 members at a cost of approximately €1000 per year, because we do not have an e-mail address for these members. If you are digitally connected but are still receiving this Newsletter by post, please assist the Branch to minimize its printing and postage costs by advising Malcolm Henderson of your e-mail address. Malcolm can be contacted at M.Henderson@Dutchspace.nl.

All members are reminded to keep Malcolm advised of any change of postal and/or email address, so that he can update the Branch Membership database.

�








This newsletter is sponsored by Bearing and Steering expert Koyo Seiko Co. Ltd.
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