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From your Branch Chairman
As you are aware, the main topic for the Institution is the progress being made on “NewInst”, or the proposal to form a new body out of the Institutions of Mechanical, Electrical and Incorporated Engineers.

There has been much progress with six joint working groups being set up between the three Institutions. The progress of these working groups was discussed at the council meeting on 22nd October. They are due to report at the end of October.

There are a number of key points, some of which you will have seen in Professional Engineering, one is the name, one proposal is the “Institute of Engineering”. 

These working group reports will be presented to the Trustee Board, which will decide on the next stage.

The intent is that there will be “Road Shows” which will explain “NewInst” to the members. I would hope that this could include a visit to the Benelux. Certainly we shall do something and have already had some informal discussion with our colleagues in the IEE. 

A prospectus will be sent to all members of the three Institutions with a voting slip sometime in early 2004. There are many points to be discussed such as the proposal to decouple being a Chartered Engineer and being a member of “NewInst”. In summary, you could be a member of “NewInst” but not necessarily a Chartered Engineer as is possible with IEE today and was agreed by IMechE Council some years ago but not implemented for IMechE.

It has been agreed that there will an additional Council Meeting in January 2004 to further discuss “NewInst”.

Clearly this is very important for us as Mechanical Engineers and whilst I take the view of the Benelux Committee with me to Council, other views will be welcomed from other members. 

The IMechE website has a new look and I urge all to log on. It is really a great improvement and will keep you up to date with developments.

Do not forget the Leadership in Industry Seminar on 14th November, this is a significant event being jointly organised by the Branch and I would hope that all with a concern about the future of Engineering leadership will attend.

Finally, the Branch needs some help for 2004, as two members of our committee, after many years of service, have expressed a wish to step down. Are there any members who feel that they could assist with a few hours a month to assist in helping the Branch?

Andy Webb

For the latest news and event details visit the Branch website

www.imechebenelux.org 

	Young Members Section

	


Considering that the branch chairman has already mentioned my name in the April newsletter it can be considered that I have been very late in officially introducing my self to the members. They do say though, better late than never!!
I currently work in the R&D department of Corus in The Netherlands as a researcher in the Customer Support group on Stamping Technology. I am a Greek national and have studied in Kingston-upon-Thames where I completed a Mechanical Engineering Bachelors and an Advanced Manufacturing Systems Masters. 

As mentioned earlier I became Young member’s co-coordinator of the IMechE Benelux branch together with Elizabeth O’Malley in April this year. I have taken over for events in The Netherlands and Elizabeth for Belgium. 

The section has been rather quite lately but we are organizing ourselves and trying to come up with something interesting for all. At the moment we are trying, along with IEE, to organize a visit to the Formula Team of Delft University and possibly a visit to the Corus plant for next year.   

If you want to reach me use my email (greg.bouzakis@corusgroup.com) and I will try to get back to you as soon as possible.

G.B.

	

	Reports on Recent Branch Events


	


Technical Visit to RDW Test Track.

On Saturday 13th September under a sunny sky some seventeen I.Mech.E members and guests visited the RDW test centre in Lelystad (TCL). This is an independent test laboratory for vehicle technology. It is used for vehicle homologation testing; national and international certification and private R&D work. 

Jo Laumen, general manager of TCL for the last 3 years, and Arie Groen, former general manager, welcomed all attendees with coffee and a general introduction of the test facilities including a brief TCL history and future plans. It was immediately obvious that Jo is a man of vision and determination and Arie is a man of great passion, who despite his retirement from the managerial position still gets involved in the day-to-day life of TCL.   

After this and some friendly discussion, the group divided; Arie took the outdoor facilities tour in a 1978 DAF bus (that was in a surprising immaculate condition) and Jo the indoor facilities tour.   

TCL’s rather impressive outdoor facilities include:

· Concave track for high speeds

· High & Low friction tracks

· Aquaplaning basin

· Slopes

· Noise measuring plane

· Stability measuring plane

· Low grip track

· Small dynamic circle

· Dynamic measuring plane

· Length diagonal

Specifications for all the above can be found on the RDW website (www.rdw.nl).

All the above facilities are used for dynamic simulations of road conditions. It is interesting to mention that the concave high-speed lane has a neutral of 120km/h (75mph) and is capable of up to 200km/h (124mph). 

The ride in the bus with Arie on the wheel proved to be a great fun. It offered fun-fair-like thrills when driving with its maximum speed of 85km/h (53mph) on the concave track and gave the feeling that it would tip over, as well as when going down the 30% slope and certainly when spinning sideways on the low friction track!! Thank the non-existence of ABS.    

The indoor facilities consist of a central test hall and workshops. These include:

· Brake testers for up to 40kN!!

· Power testers for 2-wheeled vehicles, passenger cars and trucks up to 300kW (410ps)

· Working pits

· Weighing apparatus for up to 15tons per axle

· Overhead travelling crane for up to 3.2tons

· Numerous electronic and electrical measuring equipment that can also be custom made

· Etc, etc. Further details can again be found on the RDW website.

The tour in these indoor facilities by Jo included a walk though the offices and then around the central test hall. For obvious reasons we were unable to be shown the workshops that are used by customers for private research and preparation for homologation testing. 

The scale of the capabilities of their test facilities was rather obvious when we walked into the central test hall and found a huge army truck in front of us. I am, personally, not a fan of army equipment but it definitely showed me what they could do. Then immediately opposite was a motor-powered mountain bike that was there for brake testing!!

On behalf of the I.Mech.E we thanked our hosts and their team. They are people with passion and this always reminds me of the words of one of the best lecturers that I had in university: “ It doesn’t matter what you do as long as you do it with passion”. Lets all (or at least the younger of us) use the people in RDW as an example of people with passion and admire their achievements.

G.B.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Visit: “Digging for Gold?”
The annual viruses did their best to try and spoil the day for both guides and participants – and failed miserably! Even the occasional presence of misty rain couldn’t dampen the spirits of the participants to this year’s Luxembourg event. The visit started with a short visit to the new motorway tunnel of 2.7km, nearing completion (if it hadn’t been for a few unforeseen cracks appearing in the ceiling a few weeks ago!) Walking the first kilometre gave us a real feel for the terrain, but we took the minibus back to save time! A half an hour later we were grovelling in the dark again with hard hats, this time in a disused gypsum mine being used as the centre for European geodynamics and seismological research. The light at the end of the tunnel shone on a few very expensive and sensitive machines (we ruined THAT day’s measurements). The centre has such an attraction that most of the best gravitation measuring machines will be gathering here in November to talk to each other – and their owners, in a mass calibration, or should that be a Calibration Mass. The break for lunch was preceded by a tour of the restaurant’s building, the Bourglinster castle - parts dating back to pre-Roman times, mind your head please, this is how the wolves were caught and slaughtered, Bon Apetit. Cutting the socialising part short after an excellent meal, (as usual), we returned to the region of the mine again, only this time above ground at first, to traverse the route of a Roman aqueduct (water channel) with pit holes every 20/30 metres, some illuminated showing the ‘well’ construction down to the channel, up to 36m below ground. The visit concluded with a short underground route to one of the pits at aqueduct channel level, showing the construction details. 

T.S.

	

	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event   
	Location

	1st Wednesday of each Month
	Beer & Banter Evening
	Brussels

	3rd Tuesday of each Month 
	Beer & Banter Evening
	Rotterdam

	13th November 2003
	Lecture: “Shell’s support for Ferrari in Formula 1”
	Voorschoten, 

The Netherlands

	14th November 2003
	Conference: “Leaders of Industry”
	Brussels

	5th March 2004
	Technical visit to Corus Steelworks

(details to follow in next Newsletter)
	IJmuiden, The Netherlands


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Peter Tromans,  Tel/Fax: (+31) (0)70 385 2361,  E-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com 

Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	Details of Forthcoming Events:

	


Beer & Banter Evenings
The Belgium B & B social / networking evenings continue to take place on the first Wednesday of each month at the Taverne Mannekin Pis in Brussels starting at 19:00, the next one being on 5th November.

For further details see the Branch website or contact Steven Price (steven.price@pccl.be)

The Netherlands B & B evenings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month in the bar of the Restaurant Engels, Stationsplein 45, Rotterdam, from 18:30. 

Restaurant Engels is conveniently located adjacent to the main south side entrance of Rotterdam Central Station, at the far end of the large office building – Groothandelsgebouw. For those travelling by car there is a public underground car park under the building. The entrance is around the back of the building.

For further details contact Alan Hankinson via email: A.Hank@net.hcc.nl or 

tel: +31 (0)15 2681747 
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture on Shell’s support for Ferrari in Formula 1
Shell’s partnership with Ferrari in Formula 1 is a very successful one. Michael Copson of Shell Global Solutions in the UK will describe their activities in providing fuels, lubricants and technical support to Ferrari.
He will cover the topic very much from a mechanical engineer’s perspective, describe some of the major events in the development of the project, some central personalities and their roles, and what Shell and Ferrari have got out of it all – apart from the world championships. The talk will be illustrated with slides and a video.

Date: 
Thursday, 13th November 2003.

Time: 
19:30 

Location: 
The Club Room, The British School, Jan van Hooflaan 3, Voorschoten.

Near The Hague. (5 minutes walk from Voorschoten Station).

Register with Peter Tromans via e-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com or 

tel:  +31 70 3852361

Conference: “Leaders of Industry”

The CIII, of which the IMechE Benelux Branch is a founder member, has announced a one-day conference on “Leaders of Industry”. The conference will propose, from the results of a recent market research exercise, the skills required in a top leader in today’s international, multi-cultural industrial world to provide a competitive edge for Europe over both its traditional and emerging competitors. It will demonstrate that many of these skills are evident in good engineers and that some of the remainder can be taught by an appropriate post-graduate, post-experience training vehicle. 

Conference themes will include:

· Leading Growth in the post-Lisbon Europe

· Corporate Governance and Leadership

· The importance of Sustainability for Industrial leaders

· Leadership and Cultural Diversity

· The CEO as coach and Trainer of the Organisation

The conference will be chaired by Patrick Thomas, President, Polyurethanes and Specialities Division of Huntsman Corporation, the world’s largest privately owned chemical company.

Through a series of moderated panel discussions, delegates will be invited to contribute to the debate on the skill requirements of a future industrial CEO. They will also be introduced to the CIII’s engineers’ business school project, The European Institute for Industrial Leadership, and the proposed Masters of Industrial leadership post-graduate degree course, as an example of one initiative to train and develop engineers to be future leaders.

The conference will be limited to the first 100 qualifying applications. Lunch is included and participants will have the opportunity for a further exchange of views at an informal cocktail immediately after the event.
Date: 
Friday, 14th November 2003.

Time: 
09:30 to 17:00

Cost:
100 Euro

Location: 
Hotel Ravenstein, 3 rue Ravenstein, Brussels
Register with Steven Price via e-mail: (steven.price@pccl.be)
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