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From your Branch Chairman
Spring is with us again, a time of change. Prince Charles is married (again !) The new Pope has been chosen - again, and in the Branch Committee we followed our annual ritual of electing the ‘new’ committee members at the Annual General Meeting. One new face Ian Hind joins us officially at this moment, though we hope there will be more in the near future.

The loss this time was our Honorary Secretary. Since the beginning of the Branch, Denis Hicks has served in this role in exemplary fashion; even to the point of expounding on this role to the Institution’s other Branch Secretaries at the Regional Officers Seminar. As a strong source of the ideas and developments, which have helped to shape the Branch’s image as THE voice of Europe within the Institution, Denis’ contribution will be greatly missed. He has not only been successful in the Branch, his career and family responsibilities have now grown to the point were he is unfortunately not able to keep up the duties of Secretary. Many thanks Denis; we wish you all the best for the future.

Our successor to the post of Honorary Secretary is Andy Webb, our current Past Chairman. Andy has equally served a number of years on the committee, though many of his contributions were pencilled in at 10,000m on his way to and from the Asian continent. We are hoping his secretarial presence will be more terrestrially based.

The President’s visit in March shortly before the Branch Annual General Meeting was an outstanding success, packing in: 

· The renewed signing of an Agreement of Cooperation with the recently amalgamated engineering institutions in the Netherlands KIVI-NIRIA;

· Two presentations of the President’s George Stephenson Lecture: "The Challenges of Offshore Oil and Gas Deepwater Production";

· A meeting with FEANI to discuss current accreditation issues for engineers;

· Receptions and Dinners for members in The Hague and Brussels.

More details may be read in the rest of the newsletter.

T.S.

	

	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event   
	Location

	1st Wednesday of each Month
	Beer & Banter Evening
	Brussels

	Saturday 18th June
	Branch Annual Dinner
	The Hague


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Peter Tromans,  Tel/Fax: (+31) (0)70 385 2361,  E-mail: PeterTromans@compuserve.com 

Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	Report of the Benelux Branch Annual General Meeting


	


Thirteen members of the branch attended the Annual Meeting of the Benelux Branch of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers held on the 12th March in Rotterdam.

Branch Chairman, Theo Speaight, gave an overview of the Council meeting in February at which progress and strategy on the possibility of the merger with the Institution of Civil Engineers were debated. There are a number of issues which need to be resolved and these are being considered point-by-point; for example, ICE has higher subscription levels compared to those of IMechE – would IMechE members be prepared to pay more? What would be the “added value” for IMechE members? These and many more points are now under careful consideration by the IMechE Trustee Board. 

On the issue of other institution mergers, it is reported that at least six or seven other leading institutions have decided not to join the new, combined IEE and Incorporated Engineers institution. There is another group of fifteen leading UK engineering institutions which, having met recently with relevant Government ministers, want to see more of a single voice on engineering.

Also of relevance to the Benelux Branch is that the IMechE International Affairs Committee (IAC) has recently held its first virtual meeting, using teleconferencing. The objectives of the IAC include raising IMechE’s global visibility, strengthening the competitiveness of overseas Branches in recruitment and member services and targeting selected countries for membership growth. 

The Chairman had received letters of thanks from both the President and Chief Executive for the recent visit.

Denis Hicks, the Honorary Secretary of the Benelux Branch, gave an overview of the Committee activities of the Branch during the past year. This included schools events in both the Netherlands and Belgium, and six joint lectures in Belgium with EIIL and one in the Netherlands. Members of the AGM expressed concern at the number of event in the Netherlands, but hoped that this would increase in 2005. The key point is finding a member who can take this on board. Partnering with other bodies, such as EIIL is useful and minimises the costs to the Branch.

A vote of thanks was expressed to Paul Revell for his excellent work on the newsletter as was to Alan Hankinson for his work on the website.

Malcolm Henderson gave the treasurers report and the Branch continues with prudent financial management (see the summary report on Page 4).

Auditors for 2005 will be Tony Waters and Ken Elvery with the reserve of Andrew Webster.

The committee for 2005 will be Theo Speaight, Steve Price, Malcolm Henderson, Paul Revell, Andy Webb, John Thompson, Alan Hankinson, Jon Chambers, Ian Hind, Peter Tromans and Greg Bouzakis.

Of particular note is that our long standing Honorary Secretary, Denis Hicks, has left the committee. Denis was a founder member of the committee and since the formation of the Branch has played a pivotal role in the committee. We will miss Denis’s enormous contribution to the committee, but look forward to seeing him participating in Branch activities.

Copies of the 2004 Benelux Branch Annual Report are available on the Benelux Branch website.
A.W.

	

	Call Yourself an Engineer?

	


Then try solving this problem which only requires simple maths:

"Flash Gordon starts his journey from Mars to Earth at the same moment that Captain Kirk starts his journey from Earth to Mars.

At the time they pass each other, Gordon still has 10 hours to travel to reach Earth while Kirk has 22-1/2 hours to travel to reach Mars. 

In what time did they each complete the journey?" 

One hour for solving this problem is very good, two hours is about average. The answers are at the foot of the last page.
	Report on the Presidential Visit


	


Those of you who were present either in The Hague or Brussels on the 2nd or 3rd March will know that the President’s visit was a great success. Accompanied by his wife June, Sir Michael Moore - the Chief Executive - and PA Jackie Hoyle, Bill Edgar presented his Presidential George Stephenson Lecture: "The Challenges of Offshore Oil and Gas Deepwater Production”, to an impressive audience of over 90 people in the Shell Training Centre in The Hague. Although the registered list was originally 130 strong, the absolutely appalling weather in the form of a snowstorm delivering 30cm of fresh snow that evening resulted in some cancellations. All credit to those that braved the conditions and arrived anyway. They were not disappointed as the President gave the audience a broad picture of the challenges that the oil and gas industry faces as it moves towards deepwater (greater than 450m) and ultra deepwater (greater than 1500m). The questions following the lecture extended the issues raised and added interest for another half an hour. 

Malcolm Brinded, Executive Director of Shell Exploration & Production in welcoming the President said he was delighted to host the event adding, “One of our industry’s biggest challenges is attracting young engineers, especially those who place a high importance on discipline, engineering and excellence. The IMechE plays a valuable role in initiating and continuing that career development by providing an environment for development of professional qualifications and continuing education and lifelong learning”. 

Earlier the same day, the President and Sir Michael Moore met with the top representatives of KIVI-NIRIA, the recent amalgamation of the previous two separate Netherlands institutions for university and polytechnic engineers. At this meeting attended by Ir. Jan Dekker, President and Ir. Piet Gilissen, Directeur, subjects of mutual interest relating primarily to the experiences of unification, strategic emphasis, and future developments were discussed. The existing Agreement of Cooperation between the IMechE and KIVI was renewed with the new Netherlands institution for a period of 5 years. The Benelux Branch maintains regular contact with the Activities Committee for mechanical engineering of this organisation, and HQ, through Ken Elvery, Trustee Board member. (For more details on the AOC, see our Benelux Branch website – Agreements)
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The Presidents of KIVI-NIRIA and IMechE signing the Agreement of Cooperation in The Hague.

Following on from the visit to The Hague, the President and Chief Executive travelled to Brussels where, along with members of the Branch Committee, he met with Philippe Wauters, the Secretary of FEANI. The opportunity was taken for the two organisations to exchange views on such matters as Mobility of the Engineering Profession, Accreditation, Competencies and Continuing Professional Development.  Following this, members of the Branch and participants from the European Institute for Industrial Leadership gathered to listen to the President give the George Stephenson Lecture. The visit to the Benelux concluded with the Branch hosting a dinner for the President and Chief Executive.

Thanks go to Ken Elvery and Andy Webb, and the other members of the Branch who were involved in the planning and organisation of the President’s visit and helped to make it a success.

	


For the latest news and event details visit the Branch website

www.imechebenelux.org
	Careers Evening – British School, The Netherlands 


	


Thanks go to Branch members Tony Waters, Hannah Rattay, Michelle Marfarlane and Paul MacGregor who represented the IMechE at this year’s Careers Evening at The British School in Voorschoten, The Netherlands. It turned out to be another highly successful event and as always a tremendous opportunity to promote Mechanical Engineering as a challenging, exciting and diverse career to the school’s final year Students and their parents.

They were able to meet with between 30 and 40 students and gave a well-appreciated presentation on Mechanical Engineering and the role of the Institution to an audience of adults and scholars.

Thanks also to go to Maria Taylor from HQ for providing all the excellent quality brochures, flyers and handouts that were highly appreciated by the students ( ..they were flocking to our stand to get an IMechE Goodies bag!!!).

	

	Details of Forthcoming Events:


	


Beer & Banter Evenings
The informal Beer & Banter events continue to take place on the first Wednesday of each month at the Taverne Mannekin Pis in Brussels starting at 19:00. For further details see the Branch website or contact Steven Price steven.price@pccl.be.

The Committee are still seeking a volunteer to coordinate similar informal social/networking gatherings on a regular basis for members based in the Netherlands. If you are interested and would like further information, please contact Alan Hankinson via email: A.Hank@net.hcc.nl or one of the other Benelux Branch committee members.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Branch Annual Dinner
After an absence in 2004, the Branch Annual Dinner is back on the agenda for 2005. It will be held on Saturday 18th June at restaurant Julien in the centre of The Hague. For further details refer to the Invitation, which is enclosed with this Newsletter, or contact Jon Chambers via e-mail at: Jon.Chambers@eiil.net.

	

	Branch Financial Report for 2004

	


The Branch accounts for 2004 have now been finalized and submitted to HQ. Income for the year totalled € 10637, primarily arising from the HQ grant of € 9921. Total expenditure for the year was € 9147, resulting in an underspend of € 1490.

The main reasons for the underspend of € 1490 are:- No Annual Dinner (Budgeted for € 715) and less Events in the Netherlands than intended. It is planned to improve on both of these points in 2005. Also more and more Branch members are receiving the Branch Newsletter by e-mail, which is less costly than the paper version sent via post.

For the year 2005, it is expected that the Branch Grant from HQ will be approximately the same as for 2004. However in 2005, as reported above, an Annual Dinner is planned and also more Events, so it is expected that no significant underspend will occur in 2005. 

The Branch reserve is quite high (€ 7997 at end 2004), but this is expected to reduce significantly in 2005, as approximately half the expenses for the Presidential Visit in early March will be paid from this reserve, with the other half being reimbursed by HQ.

M.H.

Members are reminded to keep John Thompson advised, via email to john.thompson@village.uunet.be, of any change of email and/or postal address, so that he can update the Branch Membership database.
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