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From your Branch Chairman
2006 - European Year of Workers' Mobility
The European Commission has chosen 2006 as the year of professional mobility. Since the Schengen (Luxembourg border with France and Germany) Treaty of 1985 originally signed by just five members, the free movement of goods and people has been the ultimate intention of the entire European Union, now essentially all signatories. In practice, a number of member countries, in the form of their internal associations for each profession, have tried to apply local laws and customs which contravene the word and spirit of the free movement principle. 

With regard to engineering, the situation varies between the EU Member States. Basically, there are three different regimes: 

· The engineering profession is not regulated and no title is protected. This is the case for Belgium. 

· There is no restriction on the right to practice as an engineer. However, certain titles, whether academic or professional are protected, and recognition is needed in order to use these titles. This is the case for Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Liechtenstein, The Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the UK. In some of these countries, it may be obligatory to possess the title in order to carry out certain work. 

· The profession is regulated, registration is obligatory and recognition is therefore necessary in order to practice. This is the case for Austria, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Portugal and Spain.

For the engineering profession FEANI (Fédération European des Associations Nationales des Ingénieurs) has been instrumental in setting the conditions for convergence of national education and qualifying standards, which are at the heart of most discrepancies.  The engineering Council EC(UK) is the representative national association in the UK for these matters and as a Branch, very concerned with developments on the European front, we are in close contact with both these organisations.

In general for the Benelux countries there is very little problem getting adequate recognition for UK titles. In fact they can usually be very readily converted into local titles which are more easily understood by local organisations, like Ing. or Ir., even in Luxembourg where the profession is regulated. Where you might have some difficulties is in moving to other European countries (typically the more southern regulated ones!) where the local legislation conflicts with the European. In this case there are two main approaches to be taken in order to achieve conformity. Mutual recognition treaties may already exist between your certifying country and the one you wish to move to. In this case the Foreign Ministry may be able to assist. Alternatively the European Commission may handle the case directly and individuals may raise their claim directly. The procedure, although straightforward and usually effective, may nevertheless take up to two years to complete.

Useful links:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/programmes/europass/index_en.html
http://europa.eu.int/eures/home.jsp?lang=en
http://europa.eu.int/growthandjobs/index_en.htm
http://europe.eu.int/comm/internal_market/qualifications/index_en.htm
T.S.

Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events



Date
Event   
Location

1st Wednesday of each Month
Beer & Banter Evening
Brussels





Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: 
Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
Details of Forthcoming Events:



Beer & Banter Evenings

The informal Beer & Banter events continue to take place on the first Wednesday of each month at the Taverne Mannekin Pis in Brussels starting at 19:00. The next session will be held on Wednesday 5th October. For further details see the Branch website or contact Steven Price steven.price@pccl.be.

The Committee is still seeking a volunteer to coordinate similar informal social/networking gatherings on a regular basis for members based in the Netherlands. If you are interested and would like further information, please contact Alan Hankinson via email: A.Hank@net.hcc.nl or one of the other Benelux Branch committee members.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊
If you have a suggestion for an event that would be of interest to other branch members e.g. a technical visit or presentation, or if you are willing to give a talk or presentation on a technical or business subject then please contact one of the event co-ordinators. Suggestions for external speakers are also welcome.



Golf Competition



The Branch is attempting to arrange a golf match against teams from the Civils and Electricals. The event would take place in late September or early October at a golf club in South Holland or North Belgium.

 As most clubs hold their own competitions at weekends and don’t accept visiting groups, the event will be arranged for a weekday. Although some members may not be able to take a day off, there should be enough of us for a match.

The proposition is for each Institution to field an unlimited number of players for a stableford competition in which the aggregate of the 4 best scores (say) of each team determines the winners. There would also be a category for the best 3 individual scores. 

Would those interested please contact the Branch Membership Secretary John Thompson via email at: John.Thompson@village.uunet.be or via Tel: 32/(0)2.354.80.42. It would be helpful to let him know your handicap and, if possible, dates when you are not available.

For the latest news and event details visit the Branch website

www.imechebenelux.org

Dinner for Founder Committee Members



Senior members of the committee were able to gather at a restaurant in Waterloo Brussels for a Thank you Dinner for the honoured former members of the Branch committee that had been instrumental in creating the Branch in 1997 from its origins as an Ad Hoc committee. Equally, their efforts to constantly put the European perspective on Institution matters in the Trustee Board, Council, and Committee of regional Chairman meetings, amongst others, laid the foundations of the Branch’s activities today.

Bill Adams First Chairman of the branch 1996-1997, Ken Elvery, Chairman from 1998 – 2001, and Denis Hicks, Honorary Secretary 1997 – 2005, were the guests, accompanied by the Past treasurer and current Membership Officer John Thompson, Past Chairman Andy Webb, and current Chairman Theo Speaight. The guests were each presented with an IMechE gift as a memento. Additional pictures may be viewed on the Branch website. 
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From l to r: Ken Elvery, Bill Adam, John Thompson, Denis Hicks and Theo Speaight. Behind the camera: Andy Webb.


The Benevolent Fund:



It was brought to our attention at the last meeting of the Committee of Regional Chairman, that the Benevolent Fund of the Institution is in good financial shape, and if anything, lacks suitably qualified beneficiaries. Set up to aid those engineers or their dependants that have fallen on hard times for whatever reason, the fund considers submissions directly or via its members who may know of another in distress. The facts of the situation are considered on their merits and funds allocated accordingly. Should you happen to know of a suitable candidate beneficiary, please contact the Branch Chairman Theo Speaight at speaight@pt.lu in confidence, or send your request directly to: 

The Benevolent Fund of the IMechE,

3 Birdcage Walk, Westminster,

LONDON, SW1H 9JJ

It is normal that a Branch Committee member will in any case be contacted to follow up and determine the surrounding circumstances of a claim in order to assist in the substantiation. 
Branch Committee News



The Branch needs your help as 2 members of the Committee have to step down after several years of supporting the running of the Branch . 

Due to increasing work and family commitments Alan Hankinson is unable to continue his role as the Branch webmaster and member of the IMechE IT Policy Committee. Alan developed the Branch website back in 2000 and has maintained ever since. The Branch Committee is therefore looking for the support of a member willing to spend a few minutes a month updating the Branch website. The Branch has its own domain name and has styled its current website along the lines of the website from HQ at Birdcage Walk. The role involves updating 1-2 web-pages per month and arranging for the payment of the annual fee of the service provider. A basic knowledge of html is required. The opportunity to be the focal point for HQ IT matters also exists. If you are interested in playing your part please contact Alan Hankinson by email at alan@thehanks.demon.nl or telephone +31 180 623239.

The Committee has also lost the services of Peter Tromans who has returned the UK. Peter has been the Events Co-ordinator for The Netherlands since 2001. The Committee is seeking a member resident in The Netherlands who would like to actively support the Branch by arranging technical visits and presentations for branch members and guests. If there are any members who have good engineering contacts and organising abilities and feel that they could assist in this area then please contact the Branch Secretary Andy Webb by email at info@imechebenelux.org or telephone +32 2 674 9435 or contact any other Branch committee member.

We also have to say goodbye to Tony Waters who is leaving the Benelux for Canada. Although not a formal Committee Member, Tony has supported the Branch over many years, mainly as the NL co-ordinator and main interviewer for the Professional Interviews of candidates seeking to become members of IMechE.  Tony has also represented the Branch at the annual careers evenings held by the British School in The Netherlands and has been an auditor of the Branch accounts. 

On behalf of all branch members, the Committee take this opportunity to thanks Alan, Peter and Tony for their considerable efforts in supporting the Branch. 



HQ News:



New Services from the IMechE Virtual Library

From 1 July 2005, and exclusively for IMechE members, articles from each of the proceedings of the IMechE will be available to download for free. The prestigious 14 journals of the proceedings cover the latest research from all the major mechanical engineering sectors. By logging into the members’ area of the IMechE website www.imeche.org.uk you will be able to browse the current contents or view the full-text articles. There are almost a hundred issues each year so you will be able to stay up to date by viewing the latest contents as it is published.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊
IMechE – ICE Merger

In May, as part of the proposal to bring together IMechE and ICE, information was sent to members of each Institution. Responses have now been received and further information can be found on the IMechE website at www.imeche.org.uk/media/imeche_ice.asp.

Members are reminded to keep John Thompson advised, via email to john.thompson@village.uunet.be, of any change of email and/or postal address, so that he can update the Branch Membership database.
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