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From your Branch Chairman 

In the midst of what was predicted to be a hard winter, tempered somewhat by over 40°C temperatures and extensive bush fires in Australia, it seems nevertheless that political factors and a little opportunistic sabotage are giving the markets the greatest excuse to raise oil and gas prices. Too rapid change in prices is naturally detrimental to economic growth, but a firming of higher prices has already led to much discussion about using alternative sources of energy that now become viable. Renewables and Nuclear are both in the mix. 

On the other hand, Global Warming is now a clearly demonstrable fact, even if the mechanisms are not all clearly understood, but Pollution is the key subject on the ‘man-made’ agenda. It seems sad that a splinter group of major Polluting nations has formed, even if the stated aims are laudable. There IS only one world, and a world organisation should set the agenda. If healthy competition brings about a faster reduction in Global Emissions, then a second organisation might be justified, but there is no reference or precedent. Energy wasted in finger pointing and comparison is the likely outcome. The UN may resemble the Tower of Babel, but getting so many countries to work together on an ‘uneconomic’ objective was never going to be an easy task in the first place.

Policy makers are turning to those that should have ‘The answer’ in order to take a decision. It’s not nearly as simple as that of course; as the editor of Professional Engineering, John Pullin wrote in a recent issue: “beware of simple answers”. However, a plethora of Institutions each with its own separate view does nothing to assist the visibility of the Engineering profession as a whole either. Thus, in the last Council Meeting an effort was made to discuss a small number of themes of potential national interest and requiring a good dose of input from both the Mechanicals and Civils. This was done in the context of establishing more common themes in the effort to converge and therefore to be carried forward by the Joint Steering Group.

The themes were the following:

- Waste as a Resource (Energy)

- Low cost housing

- Flooding (ref. New Orleans)

- Road user charging

A common thread is again energy and pollution.

Trying to assimilate the disparate views of around 70 Council Members in an hour or two, assisted by ‘foreigners’ from around the world (Branch Chairmen!), resembles the problem of the UN assembly! It usually works quite well, though on this occasion, mainly due to organisational reasons than the subject matter or aims, it didn’t. Progress is made in small steps, and sometimes hurrying doesn’t help.

On a more local level still, your Branch has decided to explore all possible opportunities to build up relations between our counterpart organisations. It takes time and effort, and progress is usually in fits and starts, partly due to the limitations of voluntary effort, but the intent is clear. 

One invitation has already been received from the Civils in Luxembourg, and a forthcoming joint presentation Wednesday 22nd March, on “Incredible Clocks& Eccentric Oscillators” will be held in conjunction with the Royal Society of Chemistry. 

Theo Speaight

	Forthcoming Benelux Branch Events

	

	Date
	Event   
	Location

	1st Wednesday of each Month
	Beer & Banter Evening
	Brussels

	Tuesday 21st March
	EIIL Open Lecture - Concept Mapping: Effective Learning and Retention  (see page 4)
	Brussels

	Wednesday 22nd March
	Lecture on Incredible Clocks& Eccentric Oscillators
	Tervuren

	23rd/24th March
	European Construction Institute Annual Conference
	Delft

	Saturday 1st April
	Branch AGM
	Rotterdam


Your Benelux Branch event co-ordinators are:

Netherlands: Kyle Henderson,  Tel (+31) 6 13894704, E-Mail: kyle.henderson@stork.com 
Belgium: Andy Webb,  Tel: (+32) 2 674 9435,  Fax: (+32) 2 673 9733,  E-mail: andrew.webb@pandora.be
Luxembourg:  Theo Speaight,  Tel: (+352)  878626,  Fax: (+352)  878627,  E-mail: speaight@pt.lu
	

	Benelux Branch AGM

	


This year’s Benelux Branch AGM will be held on Saturday 1st April and will - for the first time ever - be held on a boat! The event will be combined with a tour of the world’s second largest Port on a traditional Dutch riverboat. Definitely an outing for partners, friends and families this one, as there will be plenty to see and do onboard while the AGM itself takes place below deck. In among the busy traffic of sea-going and inland ships, this trip is a special voyage past Rotterdam's impressive skyline with its imposing buildings and unique views of the harbour's shipyards, docks and the hypermodern transhipping of thousands of containers. 

A Buffet Lunch will be provided, for which a contribution of €15 per person is requested. An on-board cash bar will also be available.

The planned programme is as follows:

11:30 – 12:00 Arrival/embarkation

12:00      Tour and AGM start

14:00
Buffet Lunch

16:00 approx. Tour ends

The AGM is an excellent opportunity to network and discuss issues affecting the Profession.  Non-members may attend, but will not be able to vote at the AGM.
Final details, including detailed directions, will be mailed later in February and will be posted on the Branch website. 

In order to finalise the catering arrangements, members wishing to attend are requested to register with Kyle Henderson preferably via email to kyle.henderson@stork.com or by telephone +31 (0)6 1389 4704 before the 17th March. Although it will be possible to pay cash on the day, it would be appreciated if members could transfer €15 per person to the IMechE Benelux Branch bank account, in Landsmeer. Netherlands based members should use A/c no. 54.05.49.193. From other Euro accounts BIC no. ABNANL2A, IBAN no. NL36ABNA0540549193, IMechE Benelux Branch, Landsmeer, NL.
 A.W/K.H.

	

	Details of other Forthcoming Events:


	


Beer & Banter Evenings

The Belgium Beer and Banter social / networking evening is planned to continue in 2006. The event takes place on the first Wednesday of each month at the Taverne Mannekin Pis in Brussels starting at 19:00. For further details see the Branch website or contact Steven Price steven.price@pccl.be.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊
Lecture: Incredible Clocks & Eccentric Oscillators

This will be a fascinating lecture, organized in conjunction with the Royal Society of Chemistry, on timepieces and will include a number of unusual demonstrations on clocks, such as water-powered clocks.
The presenters are Neil Downie, who is the author of several books on science and technology for children and Ben Inman and they have presented similar lectures at the Royal Institution.

Please check the Benelux website for updates and details, or contact Andy Webb for information at andrew.webb@pandora.be
Date: 
Wednesday, 22nd March 2006.

Time: 
19:30 
Location: 
British School of Brussels, Leuvensesteenweg, Tervuren.

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊
ECI Annual Conference 2006

Theme: Global Construction 10 years on: adapting to change
An international panel of speakers will share their perspective on the main issues facing European construction over the next ten years. 

Among them, Muhammed al Shammary of Aramco will speak about investment plans and Gareth Davies of CEL International will share secrets of success in the evolving Chinese market. Prof. dr Michael Abbott of UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education will speak about the empowerment of stakeholders on the Øresund Fixed Link and Joost P. van Iersel of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) will show how other industries in Europe have adapted to change citing shipbuilding as an example.

More information and a flyer containing the full programme and a registration form is available on the ECI website conference page:  

www.ed-online.org/pages/events-conference.html. Delegate places are limited. We recommend that you register and book any required accommodation as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. 

A reduced rate has been negotiated by the IMechE through its links with event associates EIIL. Registrations should include the phrase ‘affiliated with the EIIL’ in their application form to receive this reduced rate.

Date: 
Thursday/Friday 23rd / 24th March 2006.

Time: 
11:00
Location: 
Aula Conference Centre, Technical University of Delft.

To register or for further information, please contact Anu Khandelwal via email to a.khandelwal@lboro.ac.uk or via telephone to the ECI office on +44 (0)1509 228797 or visit the ECI Website at:

www.ed-online.org/pages/events.html where you can download the registration form. 

	

	New Committee Members:


	


The Committee is very pleased to welcome two new members. Ian Hind based in Luxembourg and assisting with the organisation of events there, especially for the younger members, and Kyle Henderson in Papendrecht, Netherlands, who has already taken on the organisation of the AGM. 
Ian Hind attained an MSc in Materials Engineering with Lasers. In 1998 he started his career in the UK with Goodyear holding positions as Senior Engineer Passenger Tyre Development, Principal Engineer Farm Tyre Development, Production Specialist Truck Tyres, Chief Engineer Tyre Development and finally Six-Sigma Black Belt.  In 2003 he moved to Luxembourg to work in the Goodyear Regional Technical Centre as a Process Engineer providing support to production facilities with relation to process issues, new technology and waste reduction.

Kyle Henderson, joined Airbus in 1996 after graduating with a Bachelors and Masters degree in Engineering Science from Oxford University. He followed a balanced set of technical and commercial roles, focussed largely on introducing composite material structure onto new aircraft programmes. Following a team leader role in Airbus' Customer Support department, he secured the position of Senior Project Manager within the University of Bristol's 'Research & Enterprise Development Office', managing the University's high-profile collaborative projects. Kyle moved to the Netherlands in 2005 and now works as a Proposal Manager for Stork Fokker.
We continue to welcome new blood on committee, and are still in need of assistance with the Newsletter, Website, and Netherlands Events activities in the short term. Interested members should contact the Branch Secretary at info@imechebenelux.org or call the Chairman, Theo Speaight
	 European Institute for Industrial Leadership

	


Engineers enjoy acquiring Personal Selling Skills
''A great mix of practical insight and role-play. I can think of so many ways to use this back at work. This could be considered a 'life-skill' ''. The Spring term of the EIIL’s Master of Industrial Leadership programme was launched with a 3-day workshop “Personal Selling and Influencing Skills” which participants rated with the highest feedback rating since the MIL programme began. All participants on MIL programme workshops are asked to complete a detailed exit survey to help the EIIL ensure that course content and delivery continues to meet the highest standards. Participants enjoyed a fast-paced, interactive and highly instructive course whose application stretched far beyond the selling environment. Its immediate relevance to participants' day-to-day business activities was a factor in the high feedback scores. Other comments included: 'the best course I have attended. Very good, role-plays were great fun and very educational” – Robert Nijssen, Business Development Manager, ABB Lummus Global. This workshop will be repeated on March 20th - 22nd. For details see:

www.eiil.net/mambo/images/stories/Course Details/coursedetailshpl60.pdf 

Corporate and Associate Members of the IMechE qualify for member rates access to all EIIL events. For further details contact secretariat@eiil.net 

Other workshops in the EIIL programme can be found by following this link:

www.eiil.net/mambo/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=45 

ETB ‘Go Green’ Challenge

As a content partner of Scenta, the ETB’s portal for promoting Science, Engineering and Technology, the EIIL has been challenged to make a contribution to the April issue of the ETB’s house magazine “Catalyst”. On the theme ‘Go green: how can we use science, engineering and technology to best advantage and ensure a stable earth for future generations’ the EIIL’s own sustainability champion Eur-Ing Dipl-Ing Folkert Herlyn has contributed an article, for further details see

www.eiil.net/mambo/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=167&Itemid=30. 

If any branch members feel they can add their own experiences to this view, or otherwise enhance the contribution ‘from Europe’ to the ETB’s newsletter, please send an email to secretariat@eiil.net.

Folkert Herlyn is Director of  ‘Leading the Sustainable Company’ a module of the Master of Industrial Leadership programme at the EIIL, in Brussels (www.eiil.net). He will be illustrating some of these thoughts in a forthcoming two-day workshop ‘Knowledge Management and the Sustainable Company’ on 23rd and 24th February at the EIIL. Further details can be found on the following website:

www.eiil.net/mambo/images/stories/Course Details/coursedetailssus7.pdf
 ◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Lecture: Concept Mapping - Effective Learning and Retention
This EIIL evening event, which is open to members and 'friends' of IMechE
will be presented by Mark Jenkins of Commercial Catalyst. Concept Mapping (business mapping or mind mapping) is a visual recording method that uses branches radiating out from a central core idea to structure thoughts and ideas.

Date: 
Tuesday, 21st  March 2006.

Time: 
19:00 

Location:
EIIL, Chateau de Latour de Freins, Rue Engeland 555, 1180 Brussels.
A drinks reception will be held from 18:30
Further details can be found on the EIIL website:

www.eiil.net/mambo/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=171&Itemid=39 

	

	Engineering Council UK


	


The Engineering Council now publish a Newsletter – “EC(UK) Register News” for registrants. Members wishing to subscribe should send an email with “subscribe register news” in the subject line to register.news@engc.org.uk. Alternatively, it may be viewed or downloaded from the EC(UK) website: www.engc.org.uk.
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